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A  CENTURY  OF  FREE  MASONRY. 


On  April  301I1,  1733,  lvi,L;lit  Woisliipfiil  i\ iil lionr) ,  Lord 
Viscount  Mi)nlai^-iic,  (irarid  Maslcr  ot  Imcc  AcnepUd 
Masons  of  luii;Iantl,  C(»niinissionccl  Rii;lil  Worshipful  llcnry 
Trice  to  be  Prox  iiicial  Grand  Master  of  Mas(;ns  of  New  I'aii;- 
lanti,  and  authorized  him  to  establisfi  lodL;'es  in  North  iXinerica- 
In  accordance  witli  that  coirniiission  lod:;es  were  insliluted, 
the  fnst  one  to  be  orL;anized  in  ^America  bcin;;"  St.  John's 
Lodge,  of  J-ioston.  In  succession  Ivi^hl  Worship!  ul  (irand 
Master  Price  and  his  successois  in  ollice  instituted  l-ul-es  at 
Philadelphia  (under  the  direction  of  our  Worshipful  IJi'oIIri 
Benjamin  Franklin),  at  Portsmouth,  N.  IL,  Chaileston,  S.  C, 
Antigua,  W.  I.,  Annai)olis,  N.  S.,  Newfoundland,  Newjjort, 
R.  L,  Halifax,  N.  S.,  Maryland,  New  Haven,  and  New  Lon- 
don, Conn.,  and  a  score  of  other  localities,  the  organizations 
being  in  those  days  almost  wholly  limited  to  seacoast  towns. 
In  Ahissachusetts  there  were  organized  untler  this  Liuthorit)-, 
Philanthropic  Lodge,  of  Marblehead,  in  1760;  St.  Jtjhn's,  of 
Newburyport,  in  1766  ;  Tyrian,  of  Gloucestei',  in  1770  ;  and 
Union,  of  Nantucket,  in  1771. 

'Phe  petition  for  a  charter  for  Union  Lodge  reads  as  fol- 
lows : — 

7^0  the  Right  Worshipful  John  Rowt,  Esq.,  Grand  J/astcr 
jl/(7Son  for  North  /bncrica  : — 

Right  Worshipful  Sir  : — We, the  Subscribers,  being  sen- 
sible that  it  lies  in  our  Power  to  Propagate  that  Ancient  & 
Llonourable  body  of  P^ree  and  Accepted  Masons  here  in  this 
Place  :  And  as  we  think  it  our  indispensible  Duty  to  use  mir 
best  Endeavours  to  Propagate  so  noble  an  Art  with  all  the 
Strictness  and  Regularity  as  becomes  Members  of  a  just  and 
perfect  Lodge  ;  and  Right  Worshipful  we  are  likewise  sensible 
that  no  one  ought  to  come  to  any  light  or  knowledge  by  any 
Clandestine  or  unrcgular  Method,  that  may  tend  to  <  ast  any 
Disgrace  upon  the  iM-aternity,  which  we  shall  nhvays  be  sorr}' 
to  hear  of  ;  And'  we  shall  always  use  oiu-  best  P^ndeavours  to 
promote \^  laudable  a  Society  when  it  is  established  in  due 
form.    And  now  Rt.  Worshipful  Sir,  We  desire  and  request 
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of  your  Worship  thai  if  it  is  ujiisistant  wiih  )'()iir  will  .iiul 
pleasure  tliat  you  would  s( ud  us  a  W'aiiaul  so  ih.it  wc  in.iy 
have  a  just  and  perfect  Lod^e  ConsccralLd  h<.  ic,  so  thai  win  n 
any  Candidates  offer  themselves,  we  may  he  ahk:  lo  deal  willi 
them  in  due  form. —  Ri<4ht  Worshipful  our  Motive  is  this,  rusi, 
our  Duty  to  our  Maker;  second,  to  our  fellow  n  en  ;  thudl), 
to  the  h>atcrnity  in  <^^eneral  throui^hout  tlic(»l('hc  ;  and  Sn  u.- 
would  ac(|uaint  your  Worship  that  IIhto  is  s(  \cial  thai  halli 
offered  themselves  as  Candiilates  thinkini',  that  wc  liad  powci 
to  de.d  with  them,&  Men  of  L;"ood  Character.  And  now  Ki-ht 
VV()rshi|.)ful  we  would  have  you  take  the  Mailer  into  ncim 
serious  (..'onsideration,  and  lo  act  ai^i-eeahle  to  the  li  iisl  repi-sed 
in  you,  and  if  )'our  Worship  tliinks  we  are  woithy  of  a  Warrant 
and  will  send  us  one,  we  y(jur  worthy  l^roihcrs  in  ])u{y  Hound 
shall  ever  pray. 

Nantucket,  April  i6,  1771.  Wili/m  lh<()(  K,  M.  M., 

Jos'n   Dl'.N  ISTON, 

P.  S. — We  would  desire  your       Hi':m:v  Si\iriii, 
W^orship  to  send  us  an  Answer       Wii.i.iaim  Worth, 
as  soon  as  is  Convenient.  Chkis'k  Hussicv,  V.  C, 


TiMO  l'\)LGr:K,  D 


Respecting  this  petition  the  records  give  this  rejoort  : 

St.  John's  Grand  Lodge, 
Oun  terly  Communication,  Bunch  of  Grai)cs  Tavern,  Iioston, 
Friday,  April  26,  5771. 
**The  Lodge  was  informed  from  the  Chair  that  a  numher  of 
Ih-ethren  belonging  to  Nantucket  had  Letitioned  for  a  War- 
rant t(^  hold  a  Lodge  in  that  Place,  and  said  Petition  being 
read,  the  Grand  Master  asked  the  Counsel  of  the  "Lodge,  who 
joined  with  him  in  Opinion  that  the  Grand  Secretary  do 
acquaint  the  Petitioners  by  Letter,  that  three  Master  Masons 
are  necessary  to  the  Constituting  of  a  New  Lodge  ;  also  with 
the  Expence  attending  the  same  ;  and  desire  them  to  Nomi- 
nate one  of  the  Petitioners  for  their  first  Master." 

In  conformity  to  these  implied  instructions  the  following 
letter  was  sent  to  the  petitioning  Brethren  : 

Boston,  27th  April,  1771. 
\  Sir  : — At  a  Grand  Lodge  or  Quarterly  Communication  held 
at  the  Bunch  of  Grapes  Tavern  in  Boston  on  Friday,  the  26th 
Instant,  a  Petition  from  a  Number  of  Brethren  dated  at  Nan- 
tucket April  i6th,  1771,  requesting  a  Wan-ant  to  hold  a  Lodge 
of  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  in  said  Place  was  ReiXl  ;  And 
after  due  Consideration  thereon,  the  Grand  Master  with  the 
Advice  of  said  Grand  Lodge  directed  "  that  the  Grand  Secre- 
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'Mcii  y  do  ;i(  (|uaiiil  llio  l\i  il  Ioikm  s  \)y  I  .ct  lt:r  1  li.il  1  luce  Master 
'*  IMasi  >iis  aic  mwssai)'  lo  llic  ci  »i  i.st  il  iil  in;^  ( )1  a  New  I  .<)(![.;(.•  ; 
**  also  w  illi  tlic  )L  iiK  •  at  I  riK  Iiiil;  llir  same  ;  yXiid  desire  llieiii 
'*  lo  iioniiiiale  one  ol  llie  I  V'l  il  ioiu  i  s  lor  llieir  In  st  IMasU-r." 

I II  (  )l)edieiu'«;  lo  said  )  )iK'(  l  ion  I  lake  1  li is  (  )| )| xm  1  unity  thro' 
)ou  Sir,  t(^  ae(|iiaint  Ihe  said  I  V'l  it  ionia  s  with  tlie  Proceedings 
ol  \\)c  (Irand  LodL;c  relaliw  to  llu'ir  I'elilion,  and  inloini  )'oii 
lhal  llie  ('est  ol  a  l)e|)utalion  will  he  Three  ( i  iiiiK;as  and  an 
hall,  to  he  paid  on  the  deli\ery  th(.'re(»l.  J  likewise  di-siie  )'(ni 
would  le  t  me  know  it'  tlieic  are  'I'hiec  Master  Masc^ns  ol  \'our 
Numl)er:  And  wlio  yon  think  lit  lo  Nonnnate  as  your  first 
Master.  After  I  am  made  ae(|uainled  with  these  I'artieulars, 
I  presume  tlie  (li-and  Master  will  ;.;i\'e  Direelioirs  lor  a  J)ejJLi- 
lation  to  he  made  out  wilh  all  eoiu'enient  Disi)iitch. 
Inlerim  1  remain,  Sir, 

\'ours  and  the  other  Tetil  ion.:i  s'  Afleet  ifjnate  Ih  t'tlier 
and  \'ery  humble  Servant, 

l^iio:  Brown,  Gr.  See'y. 

Mr.  CiiKis'JX).  I  Iussi':v, 

at  Nantueket. 

I'here  is  no  record  to  show  just  what  reply  was  made  to  the 
]<.'lter  ol  the  (Irand  Secretary,  but  it  is  e\'ident  there  were  at 
least  the  letjuisite  numbei-  ol"  Masttn-  Masons,  that  the  lee  was 
t'ortluomino-  and  that  Worshipful  J^rother  Ca^Tain  William 
l)!-oeIv  wa.s  nominated  as  their  lirst  I\hister,  for  with  commend- 
al)le  celerity  a  Charter  was  issued,  c;f  which  the  followini;  is  a 
c.py  : 

[Silai..]  John  Rowk,  G.  M. 

'i'o  all  and  l^Lvery  our  Ri,Lj;ht  W'orsliipful  and  Lovin*;  l^rcth- 
ren,  iM-ee  and  Acce])tcd  Masons  now  residing  or  that  may 
liei-oaflei"  Reside  in  Sherbunu'  in  the  County  of  Nantucket 
in  ihe  rrox'UH^e  of  the  Massachusetts  Ray  in  New  Kn.i;land. 
We  John  Row^e  l-^sqiiire,  Pi-ovincial  (jrand  Master  of  the 
Antient  and  Honourable  Society  of  Vice  and  Acccj)ted  Ma- 
sons for  all  North  Amciaca,  where  no  other  Grand  Master  is 
A}tpointed, 

I  Send  Gr1':kting. 

\\^]Ti-.!u-,AS  Application  hath  been  made  unto  us  by  several 
I'relliren  h^ree  and  Accepted  Mason.s  now  residing;"  a<  Shei-- 
bui-ni;  af('i-esaid  ;  settin^';"  forth  that  the}'  th.ink  it  their  indis- 
P'ensal)le  Duty  to  ]-)ro]ni<4-ate  the  Ro)'al  Art  with  all  the 
Sti-ictness  and  Regulaiaty  that  bec(»mes  Masons  of  a  just  and 
perfect  Lodi'e  ;  that  they  shall  alwa)'s  use  their  best  Endeav- 
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ours  to  promote  so  laiiclal)lc  a  Society  when  it  is  l"!slahlisln;.l 
in  due  torrn  :  Therefoie  Pray  that  \vi:  would  C.'onstitnlc  thuii 
into  a  Ive^iilai'  I.od^^e,  anil  appoinl  nur  Ihothcr  Caplain  W  ill 
icun  JJroek  to  he  their  first  Master. 

Now  I'll i'.Ki':i'()i<i'.  KNOW  Yr: 

That  We  of  the  (lieat  Ti  ust,  I'ower  and  /\ iithoi  it)  ,  rrpiM^I 
in  us  by  His  (naee  the  l\h)st  \V' )i  sh  i|  W  iil  llr..\K\'  Somi.i^-i.i, 
Duke  ol  Ueaulnrt,  <S:e.,  (Irand  i\(asU:r  ul  M  .\s(  ).\s,  ha\ r  ( '< 'ii 
stituted  and  Ai)p')inled  our  l\i_L;hl  \V^)rshii)l  ul  and  well  hrl"\»  il 
Jh-<)ther  Ca[)taiu  William  IjIvoi  k  to  he  the  liisl  Mastei  ol  the 
Lodi^^e  at  Sherhuiaie  aforesaid,  anci  do  heiehy  inipower  hiiu  l«» 
CouL^i'e^ate  the  Hrethren  toi^ether,  andloiui  thtau  into  a  Kr;,',- 
ulai'  Lod<4"e,  he  taking"  special  ("are  that  all  and  ever)'  ]\h  luhi  i 
thereof,  and  all  ti'ansient  IVusons  admitted  ther^'in  have  hi-ni, 
or  shall  he  reL;ular  made  Masons.    v\nd  thai  he  :n.'poiiil  tuu 
Wardens  and  other  Ollic /i  s  to  ;i  Lod^c  A ppei  laininL;-,  tor  the 
due  Jve^ulatioii  of  said  1  ,od^L;"e  lor  One  \'ear  :  at  the  und  <»! 
which  he  shall  Nominate  a  new  Master  to  he  appro\ed  h)'  the 
Lodi;'e,  at  least  two-thirds  of  thu  Members  in  his  faxour,  ;iim1 
and  said  new  l\bister  shall  Nominate  and  Appoint  two  Wardrii.^ 
and  a  Secretary  for  the  ensuin,L;'  \'ear,  also  a  'I'l  easurer,  who 
must  have  the  Votes  of  two  thii'ds  ol   the  Membeis  in  his 
favour;  and  si)  tlie  same  Course  /Xnnually.    And  wr.  do 
iiI':rkbv  (;ivl  t(j  said  Lod:;e  ail  the  l'i'i\aleL;es  and  Authorit)' 
of  other  Ref^ular  Lodf-;es  ;  Recpiii'iuL;'  theiu  to  obsei'xe  all  and 
every  of  the  lvei;ailations  contained  in  the  Printed  r^ot>k  of 
Constitutions  (except  such  as  may  have   been,  or  may  he 
Ivepealed  at  any  Quarterly  Communication  or  otiier  (icneral 
Meeting;  of  the  Grand  Lod_i;-e  in  London,)  to  l)c  kept  and  ob- 
served,as  also  such  other  Rules  and  Inslriiclions  as  may  Iroin 
7^ime  to  Time  be  transmitted  to  them  b)'  Us,  or  our  1 /eputy, 
or  Successors   to  either    lor  the  Time   bein;^"  :    And  that 
they  do  Annually  send  an  Account  in  Writini;-  to  Lis,  or  our 
Deputy,  or  Successors  to  either  of  Us  for  the  Time  bein^',  of 
the  Names  of  the  Members  of  said  r.odi;e,  Luid  their  Place  of 
Abode,  with  the  Days  and  Place  of  Meetini;,  with  any  other 
thu,f;s  they  may  think  proper  to  Communicate  for  the  benefit 
of  Masonry  ;  And  that  they  do  Annually  keep  the  I'^east  of 
St.  John  the  I^aptist,  or  St.  John  the  Twangelist,  or  both,  and 
Dine  together  on  said  Day  or  Days,  or  as  near  either  of  them 
as  shall  be  most  convenient  ;  And  lastly,  that  the)'  do  Rcl^u- 
larly  Communicate  with   the  Gi-and    Codi.^e  in   liKston,  by 
sendin<2^  to  the  Quarterly  Communication  such  Charity  as  their 
Lodge  shall  think  fit,  for  the  Relief  of  Poor  Rrethi-en,  with  the 
Names  of  those  that  Contributed  the  same,  tl|?it  in  case  any 
such  may  come  to  want  Relief,  they  may  have  the  preference 
to  others. 
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Givi'.N  under  Our  Mnnd  and  Seal  of  Maso.nkv  at  IJosion 
the  27th  Uay  ol  May,  1771,  and  ol  Masoxkv  577'. 

k  nil  '1 )  (Ik  I  1 ).  ( • ,  M  ., 

Jxo.  Cini.i.K,  S.  (;.  W., 
Ai'.u'm  S.\v,\(.I'.,  J.  (i.  W. 
l^y  ihc  Grand  Master's  Command, 

Tiio:  Hkown,  (ir.  Scc'y. 

The  I'ccord  of  the  (ii  st  eommimicat  ion  ol  Union  Lod^e  is  of 
interest  in  this  connection.     It  reads  as  follows  : 

"  Nantneket,  New  lMiL;land,  May  9,  in  the  Year  1771. 
Jn  our  Lodi;e  dnl)'  lormed 

Brother  William  ]^ro(  k,  Mastei  , 

"       Joseph  Dennison,  Senior  Warden, 
Henry  Smith,  Junior  Warden.* 

Proceeded  as  follows  : 

Initiated  l^ro.  Natlianiel  CofTin, 
"    Tristram  l^arnard, 
"    Andrew  Wortli." 

The  next  meeting  on  record  was  held  on  the  15th  of  August 
following.  At  that  time  Brothers  Samuel  Barrett  and  George 
Ramsdell  were  initiated.  In  the  interim  hetween  the  two 
meetings  the  Charter  i)robahly  had  been  received.  The  re- 
quirement of  three  Master  Masons  by  the  Most  Worshipful 
Grand  Lodge  had  been  met  in  the  persons  of  W^orshipful 
l^-others  William  Brock,  who  served  as  Worshipful  Master  for 
the  first  year  ;  J5r(jther  Joseph  Dennison,  who  was  the  first 
Senior  Warden  ;  and  Brother  Henry  Smith,  who  was  the  first 
Junior  W^arden.  Who  the  other  officers  were  does  not  apjjear 
from  the  records,  nor  is  there  any  known  way  to  ascertain 
their  names. 

On  receipt  of  its  Charter  the  Lodge  was  fairly  launched  on 
its  career  of  usefulness.  Besides  the  three  already  named,  the 
following  named  Brethren  a])i)ear  on  record  as  Charter  Mem- 
bers :   Nathaniel  Coffin,  Tristram  Barnard,  Andrew  Worth, 

*  There  is  a  striking;'  instance  of  Masonic  heredity  in  the  family  of 
Bro.  Smith,  who  received  his  Degrees  in  Wai^ping  Arms  Lodge  in  Eng- 
land in  1756.  His  son,  Francis,  became  a  member  of  Urlianity  Lodge; 
his  grandson,  Francis,  was  an  honored  member  of  Union  Lodge,  and  his 
great  grandson,  Charles  F.,  has  recently  received  his  Degrees'^n  Monitor 
Lodge,  Waltham. 


.ill  'r:*  '"^^ 
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Samuel  HaneU,  (kM)i<;(j  KauisdL'll,  Jo.sc|)h  ('ollin,  Jcicmialj 
Hiickman,  Clirislophcr  lliisscy,  Joshua  liinikci,  (rllno  I 
scy,  Soth  Jenkins,  Joseph  llussi-)',  h'hu  hiheiuiaii,  (leor^r 
Calder,  Paul  J I  ussey,  Thomas  VV(m  1  h,  Nal haniel  Kami,  Slui- 
bad  Worth,  Shubael  h\)l-cr,  Nathaniel  Hanctt  and  W'llliani 
Johnson. 

The  question  naturally  arises,  where  were  the  Inst  three 
Brethren  made  Masons?  As  to  Iko.  Ileiuy  Smith,  the  first 
Junior  W^arden,  the  diploma  now  hani;inL;  on  the  walls  of  the 
Lodi;'e  r(.)om,  an  invalual)le  memento  of  the  one  to  whoai  it 
was  issued,  shows  that  he  was  made  a  Mason  at  a  Lod^e  held 
at  the  Dundee  Arms,  Wappin^^,  London,  lviiL;land,  March  15, 
1762.*  Concerning-  VVorshij^ful  Brother  Ihcx  k  and  15ro.  Den- 
nison,  I  have  as  yet  been  unable  to  ^et  any  infoi  niat i( ju,  but  it 
is  probable  that  they  received  their  degrees  either  in  l^n<;laiid 
or  in  a  Lodge  in  some  seaport  town  where  a  Lod_L;e  had  been 
establisbed,  and  where  they  had  been  on  business.  The  cus- 
tom of  the  day  allowed  extraordinary  latitude  in  this  rcs])ect, 
and  the  rigid  rules  regarding  jurisdictions  which  have  long 
prevailed,  were  of  little  or  no  force  then,  and  we  hnd  that 
sojourning  citizens  from  various  parts  of  the  country  received 
their  Degrees  at  the  hands  of  the  15rethren  of  Union  Lodge  in 
its  early  days.t 

The  first  codes  of  ByT.aws  of  the  Lodge,  like  those  of  many 
other  Lodges  of  the  day,  were,  in  some  particulai's,  ciuile 
unique.  That  there  might  be  no  excuse  for  an)'  Ih'wther's 
coming  home  to  his\wife  and  family  at  midnight  and  attribut- 
ing his  late  hours  to  a  i)rotracted  l.odge  meetingj  this  article 
was  adopted  : — 

''Article  IIL — As  nothing  has  a  greater  tendency  to 
bring  the  Craft  into  disrepute  than  keeping  late  hours  on  Lodge 
nights,  the  Master  shall  be  acquainted  by  the  S.  \V.  when  it  is 


♦There  is  a  record  (See  Proceedings  of  Gr.  LodL;e  of  IMassaclui- 
setts,  1733  to  1792,  p.  423),  thai  a  Timothy  Folger  was  i)reseiit  at  the 
Feast  of  St.  John  the  iJaplist  at  the  "  King's  Ai-ms,"  I'.oston,  witli  St. 
John's  Grand  Lodge  in  170.;.  It  is  prohahle  ii  was  Tiniodiy  of  Nan- 
tucket. The  custom  of  many  Lodges  in  diose  days  often  was  to  open 
and  transact  general  busineos  oii  the  iMitcred  Apprentice  Di  ijret.'. 

tBrothers  Elisha  Smith  and  \Villiani  Coflin  were  Raised  in  South 
Carohna ;  and  Brothers  Joseph  Coffin  ^and  Christopher  Worth  were 
Initiated  Entered  Apprentices  in  the  same  State. 
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ton  o'clock  from  the  first  IMoiiday  in  March  to  tlic  first  Mon- 
(ly  in  Scplcinhcr;  and  when  it  is  Nino  o'clock  Irom  the  first 
Mondy  in  Septemher  to  the  first  Moiidy  in  March,  wlio  shall 
ininu(hately  proceetl  to  Close  the  I.oil^e  ;  and  every  iinjther 
shall  h)rth\vith  leave  the  Lod^e  Room  It  is  hoped  and  ex- 
pected that  no  Mem  her  will  oltend  against  this  I.aw,  calculated 
to  secure  the  lloiKJur  and  Reputation  of  this  Lod|^^e,  to  pre- 
vent uneasiness  to  our  relatives  tK:  to  ()reservc  the  Oconomy 
of  Our  h'amilies." 

Article  Vll.  demanded  and  commanded  that  every  i^rother 
should  practice  out  ol'  the  Lod<;e  those  i;reat  mc)ral  and  social 
virtues  inculcated  in  it,  and  provided  that 

\Viii':ki<:as,  it  is  found  expedient  for  the  gcjod  order  and 
decorum  of  this  Lndi^e,  that  every  Member  l)clon<;ini(  thereto, 
not  only  behave  themsehes  upri,i;ht  and  on  the  scpiarc  in  the 
Lodi^e,  but  also  conduct  theaiseh'cs  out  of  the  Lodi^e  as  be- 
comes a  L;ootl  man  and  a  Chri.slian,  Tlierefore  if  any  Member 
bel  ni;!]);;  to  this  Lod^^e,  shall  hereafter  so  behave  himself,  as 
to  brini;  scandel,  or  clisi ei)utation  on  the  Craft,  by  leading  a 
loose  ami  dis(jrderly  life  ;  such  Member  so  offending",  shall  be 
waited  on  by  a  Committee,  io  be  appointed  by  the  Lodge  for 
that  purpose,  who  sh  dl  treat  with  him  concerning-  his  miscon- 
duct ;  and  if  hvi  will  not  satisfy  said  committee,  they  shall  in- 
form him  that  he  ;s  to  be  atlmonished  by  the  Master  & 
Wardens  in  a  Lodge  duly  formed  ;  which  adnKjnition  shall  be 
repeated  three  times  ;  and  if  he  will  not  refrain  his  impru- 
dence, he  shall  be  excluded  the  Loclgo  imtill  he  makes  due 
submission." 

Article  XVIIL  was  als  .)  of  a  disciplinary  charact'^i",  and  was 
as  follows  : 

"  That  no  BrotheAdo  presume  to  Swear  in  the  Lodg^e  or  on 
any  account  cadi  for  w^ne  or  other  licjuors,  but  address  himself 
to  the  stewards  or  wardens,  who,  if  they  think  it  necessary, 
will  give  their  orders  accordingly.  That  all  15rethren  do  be- 
have themselves  with  decency  to  each  other,  and  respect  to 
the  Master  in  the  chair  and  presiding  officers  ;  and  in  case  of 
default  in  either  of  these  particulars,  the  Brother  so  offending" 
shall  forfeit  the  smii  of  two  shillings  to  the  fund  of  the 
Lodge."* 


*  Bydaw  V.  provides  that  where  not  exceed! ni;  three  black  balls  were 
cast,  when  balloting;  for  a  candidate,  those  casting  them  should  inform 
the  Investij^ating  Committee  so  that  the  differences  might  be  adjusted. 
If  they  failed  to  inform  the  Committee  the  ballot  was  declared  unani- 
mous. 
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By  the  Charter  it  was  (jl)h<^at()ry  on  th(.'  Lmlgc  to  set  iisuir 
a  sum  tor  ciKuity,  and  on  Oct.  7,  1771,  it  was  "  Voteil  lli.it 
ea>:h  nioiiil)cr  ot  this  Society  shall  i)ay  nwc  sliilliii;;  I.iiwlull 
Money  into  the  l^\iiul  of  Charity  at  every  (Juaiterly  (jjininu- 
nication."  Votes  relative  to  this  matter  of  the  Charity  I-'uik! 
were  ciuite  frequently  passed. 

October  19,  1772,  the  Lodge  petitioned  the  Most  \Vorslii|»- 
ful  (irand  Lodge  to  be  registered  on  the  Grand  Lodge  books  hy 
the  name  of  Union  Lodge  No.  5,  and  at  the  (Juarterly  Coniniu- 
nication  of  January  29,  1773,  the  (irand  Lodge  "  Voted  Unain- 
mously  that  the  Prayer  of  said  Petition  be  granted." 

At  the  Quarterly  Communication  of  the  I\h)st  Worshiptul 
Grand  Lodge  in  April  of  the  same  year,  a  letter  was  read  licm 
Union  Lodge  l^y  its  Secretary,  lirother  Phineas  ]*^iiniing,^  in 
response  to  a  request  of  the  Grand  Lodge  for  contributions  to 
aid  a  Hrother  whose  property  had  been  destroyed  by  lire. 
Brother  Fanning's  letter  said,  in  part  : 

"  The  Remoteness  of  our  Situation  on  an  Lsland,  ^  the  Uif- 
ficulty  of  passing  in  Winter,  we  hope  will  be  accei)ted  as  a 
sufficient  Excuse  for  Non-attendance  at  the  Grand  Lodge 
according  to  Summons.  ' 

Our  Lodge  is  yet  in  its  Lifancy,  the  Members  chiefly  sea- 
men, and  none  of  us  blessed  with  a  Fortune,  our  Lodge  ai>  )et 
not  prv)perly  settled,  furnished  &c  c\:c  Insomuch  that  it  is  out 
of  our  l\)wer  (at  present)  to  transmit  an)'thing  to  the  (irand 
Fund,  but  huuibly  hope  that  Maturity  and  the  united  ICfforts 
of  our  greatest  Al)ilities  will,  in  a  short  Time  enable  us  liber 
ally  to  contribute  thereto. 

The  calamitous  Circumstances  of  l^ro.  Russell  we  look  u]X)n 
well  worthy  of  the  immediate  Commiseration  &  Assistance  of 
every  tender  hearted  and  good  Mason  ;  have  therefore  voted 
the  Sum  of  £6  to  the  Relief  of  our  sd.  imfortunate  Bio.  and 
the  same  transmitted  to  you  pr  the  Bearer  hereof,  Mr.  Josp'h 
Roby.    *    *  * 

*  Do  us  the  Honour  to  Believe  that  ever(y)  Member  of 
this  Lodge  has  the  Honour  of  Masonry  at  Heart  and  will  on 
all  Occasions  exert  his  utmost  Faculties  to  promote  the  Royal 
Art." 

A  little  later  on  Philip  Bass  applied  to  Union  Lodge  for 
assistance.  As  he  was  a  resident  of  Boston  or  vicinity  the 
Brethren  of  Nantucket  thought  his  application  should  have  the 
endorsement  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  Secretary  Planning  so 

*  Phineas  Fanning  married  Kezia  Coffin,  daughter  of  Kezia. 
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informed  the  Ri<;iit  Worsliipful  Grand  Secretary,  wlu)  agreed 
wilh  the  princ  iple,  but  added  "  if  a  lirother  is  known  to  be 
needy  and  worthy  it  lays  with  the  Lodge  aj)pealed  to  to  take 
action."  I'he  J^rethren  of  Union  Lodge  at  once  re])lie(l,  in- 
closing /^3*  for  l)ass  and  £6  for  the  Charity  h'und,  the 
letter  being  so  full  of  the  true  spirit  of  the  Craft,  that,  by  order 
of  theCrand  Lodge,  the  correspondence  was  made  a  matter  oi 
record.t 

December-  27,  1773,  the  Lodge  celebrated  the  Feast  <»f  St. 
Jolm  the  Evangelist,  in  accordance  with  the  icquirements  of 
the  Charter. 

September  5,  1774,  the  Lodge  voted  that  h^ellow  Crafts 
Ci)uld  be  made  members,  unless  they  signified  to  the  contr.iry. 
This  seems  to  have  been  in  accordance  with  the  general  lack 
of  system  common  to  the  majority  of  Lodges  about  this  time, 
and  continuing  for  many  years,  resulting  in  a  relaxation  (jf  the 
strict  rules  of  Freemasonry.  By  the  strict  law  of  those  days 
and  by  the  invariable  practice  as  well  as  law  of  today  a  Mem- 
ber of  a  Lodge  must  be  a  Master  Mason  ;  careful  attention 
must  be  observed  that  the  Lodge  acting  has  jurisdiction  over 
a  candidate  ;  business  can  be  transacted  in  the  Lodge  only 
when  it  is  open  on  the  Master  Mason's  Degree  ;  but  one 
Degree  could  be  conferred  on  a  candidate  without  an  inter- 
vening period  of  a  calendar  month,  save  by  Dispensation  ;  and 
but  five  candidates  were  allowed  to  receive  a  Degree  in  one 
day  ;  but  the  practice  of  that  day,  and  even  up  to  a  compara- 
tively recent  period,  had  become  too  lax,  aiid  the  contrary 
action  was  frequent.  Indeed,  it  was  only  so  late  as  1864  that 
the  law  regarding  limiting  the  number  of  candidates  to  five  for 
a  Degree  on  one  day  was  rigidly  enforced. 

On  December  28,  1774,  Brother  Christopher  Hussey,  Jr., 
Secretary,  wrote  to  the  Right  Worshipful  Grand  Secretary  : 

"  I  am  directed  agreeable  to  our  Deputation  to  inform  the 
Right  Worshipfull  the  Grand  Master  and  the  Grand  Lodge, 
that  in  our  Lodge  preceding  the  Celebiation  of  the  ]^\'ast  of 
St.  John  the  Evangelist,  we  proceeded  to  the  Election  of  Offi- 
cers for  the  Year  ensuing  ;  when  we  made  Choice  of  the  Fol- 


*  As  only  the  sum  of  ^3  14s.  was  collected  for  Bro.  Bass  and  one 
other  at  the  meeting  of  the  Grand  Lodge  Dec.  27,  1773,  the  contribution 
of  Union  Lodge  was  more  than  creditable. 

t  Proceedings  of  Grand  Lodge  1733-1792,  p.  207. 
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lowin*;-,  viz't  R.  VV.  B.  Timothy  I''ol.i;cr  l^sfj.  Master,  W.  1^<». 
C'hii.st()[)hcr  llusscy  Scn'r  Trcasuici- ;  and  ( u-or^^c  ("alder,  S. 
W.,  John  Ik'arde,  J.  VV.  Nalh'l  J^arrctt,  S.  IJ.,  John  (iarthicr, 
J.  I  ).,  and  Silvanus  ]*inkhani  and  Jonal  ha n  Jenkins,  Stewards. 

On  the  27th  ol  Dcccnih'r  we  nu  t  at  llie  Lod^e  Kooin  to 
celebrate  the  J'^east  ol  St.  John,  Iroin  whence  we  proceeded  in 
Procession  to  the  Rev'd  Mr.  Shaw's  Meetin;;  J  louse,  wliere 
the  Jk'auties  of  Masonry,  the  infinite  Profit  ^  Advanta;<e  of 
Jkotherly  Love  &  Unity,  were  learnedly,  eleL;antly  &  politely 
disi.)layed  in  a  Sernion,  to  a  nmneious  and  res] )e("table  Audi- 
ence, l)y  OLir  J^rother  Zebulon  Putlei  ,*  the  Subject  \vlR're(;f  he 
made.  Psalm  133d,  Verse  ist,  "  Pehold  how  <;()0(1  and  liow 
pleasant  it  is  for  Brethren  to  dwell  toL;ethei-  in  Unity."  We 
then  proceeded  to  a  convenient  j)lace,  where  we  dined  together 
as  Brethren  ;  from  whence  we  walked  l)ack  to  the  Podge  Room 
in  Masonic  Procession  ;  the  whole  coiiductcd  with  the  great- 
est order,  decency  &  propriety. 

W^e  have  opened  a  Subscription  for  the  Grand  ]^\md  of 
Charity,  but  by  reason  of  the  precariousness  of  the  Times  have 
thought  proper  to  desist  from  collecting  any  money  on  that 
head  for  the  present.  The  Grand  Lodge  ma)-  be  assured 
of  the  exertion  of  the  utmost  of  our  Abilities  to  further  all 
such  noble  and  generous  Designs.  1  am  also  directed  to  in- 
form you  the  number  of  our  Members  is  Sixty-five  ;  which 
increase  very  fast.  God  grant  that  neither  Ambition,  Lust  of 
Power,  Faction,  Discontent  or  any  other  Offspring  of  the  fatal 
Enemy  of  Masons  may  prevail  to  disunite  the  Plearts  of  Breth- 
ren, or  prevent  the  increase  of  Unity,  Love  and  Concord 
amongst  us,  or  in  any  other  manner  abate  the  Ardour,  with 
which  I  am  your  Affectionate  Brother  &  hum'l  Servant. 

By  order  of  the  Right  Worshipfull  Master  and  Brethren, 
CuRisToPHi^R  PIu.s.SKv,  Juu'r  Scc'y. 

P.  S.  the  R.  W.  and  Brethren  doth  request  the  faxour  of 
your  inserting  our  Procession  &c  in  the  News  Pa])ers." 

A  regular  attendance  at  the  commimications  of  the  Lodge, 
always  enjoined  on  all  l^'^reemasons,  was  particularl)'  impressed 
in  the  early  days  of  the  Lodge,  and  we  find  b)'  the  records  of 
August  7,  1775,  that  it  was  Voted  that  Broth 'r  W'm.  Brock, 
Sam'l  Barrett  &  Chris'r  Hussey  be  a  Committee  to  Talk  with 
Bro  Seth  Jenkins  and  no  the  Reason,  if  he  hath  any,  for  Ab- 
senting himself  so  long  from  the  Lodge,  and  make  their 
Report  next  Lodge  night."  At  the  following  meeting  Bro 
Jenkins  was  reported  to  still  hold  "himself  a  member  with  a 
Sincear  Respect  to  the  Craft  and  is  Redy  at  all  times  to  pay 
up  his  arrears." 

♦  Rev.  Bro.  Butler  is  described  in  the  record  as  "  Presbyterian." 
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November  6,  1775,  it  was  "  V(»le(l  tlial  Hro  Jfjsiah  Coffin 
and  C'lirist.  l  liisscy  Jr  Doatli  piircliasc  lor  tlu-  \ X)(\<^c  use  a  ^ 
Cask  of  i^ood  Tenerifc  W^inc."  In  I  )cc('in bi-r  it  is  recorded 
that  Hro.  Henjaniin  l^imkci"  ])resented  the  Lodi^e  with  "two 
Complet  Ivory  Tipt  Roles  and  one  Ivoiy  Mallet."  Tliese 
probably  were  the  gavel  of  the  Master  and  the  truncheons  of 
the  Wardens. 

The  bY^ast  of  St.  John,  the  ]*^van<;'elist,  was  ol)served  on  De- 
cember 27th  of  that  year  with  a  dinner  at  Wvo.  Josiah  (^)ffin's 
at  an  expense  of  three  shillings  and  sixpence  each.  I'he  guests 
on  that  occasion,  as  recorded,  were  "  Rev.  Mr  Shaw,  Mr  Jo- 
siah Coffm  Esq 'r,  Ebenz'r  Calef  Escj,  Mr.  Geo  Ihissey,  Mr. 
Jona  Coffin,  Mr  lulward  Cary,  and  Capt  llimrion  from  )'e 
W.  Indies." 

At  a  Commnnication  held  April  i,  1776,  it  was  "Voted  that 
tbe  word  Intoxicated  in  the  Article  19  in  Book  By  Laws 
should  be  eraist  out — and  to  Enact,  and  that  no  Bro  should 
Presume  to  swear  in  the  Lodge."  It  is  a  little  uncertain 
whether  our  ancient  Brethren  thought  swearing  a  greater 
offence  than  intoxication,  or  whether  they  believed  there  was 
little  danger  that  a  Brother  would  so  far  forget  the  duty  he 
owed  himself  and  the  Lodge  as  to  over-indulge  in  stimulants. 

Cases  of  discipline  were  frequent.  When  Brethren  had  any 
serious  differences  the  matters  were  frequently  referred  to  the 
Lodge  for  settlement,  and  often  were  harmoniously  and  satis- 
factorily adjusted. 

July  9,  1776,  it  was  voted  to  attend  the  funeral  of  Brother 
Jethro  Coffin  "  their  to  form  &  walk  two  by  two  in  Brotherly 
Respect  to  the  Deceased."  This  is  the  first  record  in  the 
Lodge  of  a  Masonic  funeral. 

By  the  latter  part  of  1776,  we  may  conclude,  from  the  rec- 
ord, the  strain  of  privation  because  of  the  War  began  to  show 
itself,  as  December  27th  of  that  year  a  Committee  was  a})- 
pointed  to  inquire  "if  their  is  any  l^ro's  wife  or  family  that 
wants  any  Releafe." 

There  are  several  instances  recorded  in  which  the  Lodge 
voted  to  invest  its  funds  in  speculative  ventures.  Eeb.  3d, 
1777,  a  Committee  was  appointed  to  send  £20  "by  several  Ves- 
sells  over  the  Sea  in  Adventure  for  the  Benefit  of  this  Lodge 
as  they  should  think  expedient."  August  4,  1777,  it  was 
voted  to  invest  the  funds  in  Boston  "  in  one  or  more  of  the 
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Loan  Office  Tickets."  lu-briiary  27,  177.S,  it  was  voted  t<> 
send  a  sum  to  tlu"  West  Indies  hy  Uinlhci  Joiiii.  rinklciiii  "as 
an  y\(K''r  loi-  this  I  .od^e." 

The  Lo(l,i;e  l)eheved  in  practice  as  wcdl  as  in  pn  acliin;..';,  as 
lor  instance  on  April  7,  1777,  wlnai  a  ("')nnnillce  was  ap- 
pointed on  the  pc^ti^ion  ol  two  h^cnc  h  ,L;cnl Icnuai  ("  l'):)th  l'V-1- 
lows  of  the  Royal  Craft  "),  mechanics,  foi"  assistance  in  ;;ellin_^; 
a  buildini^  for  theii^  work,  and  patronage!. 

May  4.  1778,  "Voted  that  the  secretary  l)n;ith  wri-ht  a 
Letter  in  the  Hehalt  of  )'e  Lod^e  to  Hri)  Nath  Uarhei' Jr  in 
l^oston  to  procure  a  nian  for  the  Keleaf  of  Ho  Andiew  Jhoc  k 
now  l^risncr  in  New  Yoi  k." 

In  the  fall  of  1778,  the  dai\L;'cr  of  hostile  incursions  heCcUTie 
so  imminent  that  on  October  5  it  was  "  Voted,  theii-  be  a  ("om- 
mittee  of  3  Brothers  viz.  ]^ros  Robert  ]^\)lL;ei-,  Iho  Paul  Pink- 
ham  &  Obed  Ikmker  are  Chosen  to  take  \'e  greatest  cai  e  of 
the  Chest  of  this  Lodge  &  the  fin-nitm-e  of  ye  same  in  case  the 
Enemy  is  in  sight  of  us  Hear." 

October  14,  1778,  it  was  "Voted  that  tiieir  l)c  a  Letter 
wrote  Down  to  l^oston,  to  sum  friend  to  lil)erte  our  l)rotlieis 
being  now  in  Captivity  on  board  }'e  l^-ison  Ship])  in  New 
York."  It  is  evident  that  passive  Masonry  had  no  place  in 
the  hearts  of  the  older  Brethren  of  Union  Lodge — they  be- 
lieved it  was  "  the  friend  in  need  "  who  was  "the  friend  in- 
deed." 

April  15,  1779,  another  Committee  was  api)ointed  to  take 
charge  of  the  furniture  "  in  case  the  enemy  came."  About 
this  time  several  Brethren  demitted  as  tliey  were  about  to  re- 
move from  the  island. 

The  distinction  in  value  between  specie  and  paper  money  is 
apparent  in  the  vote  passed  December  5,  1779,  "  that  v/e  eline 
on  St.  John's  Day  at  Mr  Ichabod  Aldridges  with  p;i\  ing  15 
Paper  Dolls,  each,  we  finding  our  own  Liquors  for  that  use  if 
ye  have  any."  At  the  Feast  on  December  27,  1780,  the  price 
paid  for  similar  entertainment  was  4  shillings  0  pence  hard 
money.* 

It  is  evident  that  when  the  invasion  of  the  Town  by  the 

*  One  kind  of  money  seems  to  be  descril)ed  in  the  records  as  "  Jibb 
hanks."  It  probably  has  reference  to  the  nautical  term,  but  in  what  was 
the  similarity,  and  what  was  the  value  ? 
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I'jR'iny  caiiu'  the:  ( .■(mini it  icc  was  vi-ilaiit ,  toi  at  tlic  (.'(Jiiimu- 
nicalioii  ol  I  )t.u  v;inhcr  5,  i//*;,  tin-  hill  ol  IholluTs  Joseph  and 
James  ('nilin  ol  15  pain-i dollai  s  I'M- hi  in^in;.;  llic  I  .o(l;4e's  c  hcst 
from  (jiiaisc  was  oidcicd  lu  he  paid.' 


*  Tin;  rccortis  of  ll.o  Society  of  FriL'ii.ls  ^,h{)w  tli.it  the  lollowiti^ 
na'.ncd  IWclhrcii  were  "  d isowiiecT': — 

D.ivid  '..■ollm,  J r.,  m  17S0,  for  to  sea  in  a  pri/e  vessel. 

jonadian  Carlu  ri_!_;lit,  in  17.S0,  for  to )i  111;  lo  ;.ea  in  an  armed  vessel. 

Simeon  r'()li;cr,  in  1780,  for  [;oin,<;  to  sea  in  an  armed  vessel. 

Kol.'ert  Fol.i;-cr,  in  17SJ,  for  i^oini;-  lo  sea  willi  [;uns. 

Keuheii  C'lardner,  Jr.,  in  1778,  for  f^oini;  to  sea  in  a  [jrize  vessel. 

Alexander  (Jardner,  Jr.,  in  17S2,  aimed  vessel. 

I'aul  IIusse\',  in  177S,  for  t;()iiig'  to  sea  in  an  armed  vessel. 

Kenben  Slarl)iiek,  in  17S1,  for  heini;  with  armed  men. 

The  mea;;rene^,s  of  recoicls  makes  the  task  of  deterndnint'  who  ol 
Nantucket  were  on  .America's  side  dm  ini;  die  Kevolntion  exi  eedingly 
dilficult.  li:uoii,L!,h  is  known,  however,  to  show  that  larL;e  numl)ers  ol  them 
were  taken  prisoners  hy  the  kaiidish  and  many  were  adherents  of  the 
cau.se  of  the  Colonies.  The  followin;;-  facls  have  heen  ascertained 
rei;ai(l;n,L',  the  Mrcthi  en  of  Ihiion  Lod,-;c  :  William  Ramsdell  was  mate  of 
tlie  armed  hi-i,i;antine  Lucy;  (ieorge  Ikmker  was  cai)tured  by  an  l^^nglish 
privateer  and  confined  on  the  Jersey  prison  sliij>  ;  licnjandn  liunker  was 
a  prisoner  on  the  same  shii)  ;  John  i'inkliam,  Jelhro  llussey  and  Ca[)t. 
Benj.  Hunker  were  threatened  with  capture  by  the  English  and  ilcd  to  a 
house  out  of  town,  armed  to  defend  themsebes ;  Capt.  William  IMooers 
w.is  taken  prisoner;  Levi  Gardner  and  William  Cartwright  were  prison- 
ers in  New  York  on  11.  M.Sliii)  Eagle  ;  Capt.  Laul  llussey  was  commis- 
sioned Commissary  of  Prisoners  by  tlie  Council  of  Massachusetts  Bay, 
August  iC),  1777,  and  went  to  New  York  in  the  schooner  Speedwell  and 
eilecled  the  c.xchar.ge  of  25  y\nicrican  i)risoners,  among  whom  were  the 
iolloA'in;',  members  of  Union  Lodge  :  Henry  Tracy  and  Elias  Coffin  ; 
Capt.  Timothy  Folger  and  three  others  were  bearers  of  important  dis- 
p. Itches  in  177O;  Levi  Gardner  and  William  Carlwright  were  prisoners 
in  New  York  in  1777  on  11.  M.  Ship  Eagle;  in  the  list  of  those  who 
loaned  mtjiiey  to  the  government  between  1777  and  1779,  compiled  by 
Mrs.  Hcllc  M.  Draper,  appear  the  names  of  Sanuiel  Barrett,  John  Water- 
man and  Shul)ael  Worth  ;  in  the  list  published  as  part  of  the  Third 
Report  of  the  D.  A.  R.  (56th  Cong.  Sen.  Doc.  219)  appear  the  names  of 
Benjamin  Barnard,  Jr.,  Nathaniel  Barrett,  Matthew  Baird,  George  Bun- 
ker, Joshua  Bunker,  George  Calder,  Jonathan  Cartwright,  Richard 
Chadwick,  Jonathan  Colesworthy,  Benjamin  Chase,  Timothy  Folgcr, Reu- 
ben Gibbs,  Cliristopher  llussey,  Christopher  llussey,  Jr.,  Joseph  1 1  ussey, 
Daniel  Kelly,  Josiah  Marshall,  Jethro  Myrick,  John  Birkham,  Jonathan 
I'inkham,  l*aul  Pinkham,  llenry  Smith,  Thomas  Snow  and  David 
Squire  ;  in  the  list  of  names  published  by  authority  of  Abiah  Franklin 
Chapter,  D.  A.  R.,  in  ICS97,  of  those  whose  descendants  were  eligible  to 
that  society  appear  in  addition  the  names  of  Benjamin  Bunker,  Joseph 
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1  here  can  be  no  doubt  as  lo  the-  pat i  iot ism  of  iIil-  I'  latcrnity 
in  Nantucket  tluiiiiL;  the  troublous  limes  ol  the:  Kevohition 
when  it  reqiiii-ed  ccjura^e  lor  those  so  situated  to  be  paliiotic. 
On  January  5,  1781,  we  lind  it  recorded  that  tiie  Lod^e  (hank 
a  toast  "to  his  Ivxcalaucy  (ieo  \Vashiu_L;ton  (irand  Abister  oi 
America.''  At  that  time  the  Lod-e  met  in  brother  Jelhro 
Hussey'*  chambers.  Where  the  first  meetin^^s  were  held  is 
ku-^ely  a  matter  of  conjecture,  l^rother  lienry  Packkic  k  says 
he  was  tokl  by  some  of  the  oklei-  memloers,  now  passed  away, 
that  the  Lod<;e  met  for  a  while  in  the  house,  recently  tf)rn 
down,  which  stood  in  Brock's  Court,  in  what  is  known  as 
Ei^ypt.  This  building  was  formerly  known  as  the  '*  Arthur" 
house,  but  several  years  a:;()  was  remodelled  by  Mr.  Thomas 
H.  k'ield,  into  a  mill,  and  lattei  !)'  was  known  as  the  TiKanas 
B.  Meld  Mill."  The  Lodi^e  also  met  in  a  house  wliich  stood 
in  the  narrow  way  called  Coal  Lane,  between  Union  and  South 
Water  streets,  and  just  east  of  the  office  of  the  Wannacomet 
Water  Co. 

I'^ebruary  6,  1782,  it  is  recorded  "  Went  through  the  open- 
ing of  the  Lotlge  froiu  an  a  |)i-entice  to  a  master  in  the 
new  forme  which  is  practised  by  sending  u[)  ye  word  Gri})p  & 
sign  to  b^ach  steep  to  ye  master." 

During  the  early  part  of  the  year  there  had  been  some  dis- 
turbance in  the  friendly  relations  existing  between  Brother 
Nathaniel  Coffin  and  Worshipful  l^rother  Timothy  l^\)lger,  and 
the  Lcxlge  had  been  called  on  several  times  to  adjudicate  the 
difficulty.  It  evidently  had  become  somewhat  of  a  tax  on  the 
patience  of  the  Brethren,  for  on  August  7,  1782,  they  "  Voted 
that  the  matter  of  Difference  of  Dispute  in  accts  betwixt  Brs 
Coffin  &  Folger  l)e  never  more  Laid  before  this  Lodge  after 
this  ;  as  the  Lodge  thinks  they  have  done  all  they  could  con- 
sistant  to  order  the  same." 

On  April  7,  1783,  it  was  voted  that  visitors  withdraw  "when 


Coffin,  Nathaniel  Coffin,  Elias  Coffin,  James  Chase  2d,  John  Gardner, 
Thomas  Gardner,  Jr.,  Jediro  Hussey,  Christopher  Hussey,Sclh  Jenkins, 
John  Ramsdcll,  David  t<ay,  Christopher  Worth  and  Andrew  Worlli. 

Information  regarding  the  War  of  1 8 1 2  is  more  meagre  }el.  The 
sloop  Yankee,  Capl.  Paddack,  was  taken  l)y  die  English  and  recaptured 
by  Capt.  Daniel  Hussey.  Charles  Hilhurn,  the  pilot  on  the  Prince  of 
Neufchatel,  was  the  first  one  of  her  crew  killed  in  her  fight  with  the 
British  frigate  Endymion  in  1814. 
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any  lUisincss  coiicorniDi;  tliis  L()(]<;c  or  any  nicinber  is  call'd 
ill  f|iicsti(>ii.     ^     ^  I^xccpl  il  be  l>y  :i  Disiicnsat ion  by  tlic 

master  cK:  Iwo  lliiids  ot"  the  nienibeis  [)rL'sent." 

The  recH)r(l  of  September  i,  1783,  says  :  "  'Ihe  C.'nmniillee 
,  ch(;sen  Last  SettinL;  to  Treat  w'li  J^r  \Vm  Wiuth,  icpoit  lliat 
the  .■\clv'r  which  Jb' Woith  Carred  out  was  i^aid  out  in  lluur 
^  was  Taken  iK:  I.ost." 

On  July  2,  J  787,  it  was  "  VoIvaI  that  there  hi  a  Ma-i:  made 
b^-the  bodice  use  to  he  hoisted  on  L.ods^e  tiays  on  'J"op  ol  liie 
House  where  thi'  I.od^e  is  belch" 

"  \^)ted  a  (.^o;,!mittee  t'.*  ^it  the  above  bdaL;^;  made  at  ye 
LodL;e  !*].\penee  to  there  best  juclL^ement.  Ibos  W'ilham 
CoKin,  Cairist'r  llussey,  Abner  Cofnn,  assisted  by  Jo.scph  (Jol- 
lin  Zehulori  ibitkr  to  Con'pleated  by  next  1110  C\:  seU  the 
day  before  Lod-e  Ni-ht." 

An-ust  0,  17^7,  it  is  recorded:  "The  I^da^:;-  made  (.K:  sett 
tins  Day  tor  the  intended  |uir|)ass  of  notifying.;'  tlie  ]'|-  tlieis 
that  it  is  Lod-e  Ni-ht." 

At  the  hTMst  of  St.  John,  December  27,  1787,  Mis.  Mar- 
garet Collin  furnished  the  dinner  at  2  shi]lip.L;s  each;  18 
l)rotluM"s  and  4  visitcns  dined. 

April  2,  1792,  the  Lod;.^e  elected  to  receive  the  De-rees 
"  ICdw'd  1).  Ibirke  a  sclKjtjlmaster  from  Ireland,  IvesidiiiL'  in 
this  Town  at  present." 

I llu--trative  e>i  tlie  custom  of  this  time  to  take  candidates  ir- 
respective of  residence,  as  well  as  of  a  departure  fi.)m  the 
iitrict  practice  oif  today  as  to  payment  for  the  Dci^rees  the  rec- 
ord of  AiiL;ust  6,  1792,  may  be  cited.    It  says  :  "A  canv;ia,ate 

Mr.  is  Post]K)ned  from  this  Nii;ht  to  Do -k  into 

his  caracter,  if  f(»und  i^ood  he  will  call  a  LodL;"e  at  his  Kx- 
pcnse  to  be  at  Voted  the  Sectary  Looks  into  the  al)o\'e  candi- 
date &  ])ioc  eeds  ac  coixlin^  as  be  may  find  eitber  calls  )  e  Lixl-e 
or  Ld  it  pass  e:  to  see  bis  Spirrits  be  good, which  he  offers  in 
pay  for  bis  I aitiation."* 

The  occasional  entry  on  the  records  of.  the  purchase  of 
*' skins  for  aprons  "  sbows  our  ancient  Ib  etbren  bought  the 
kimb-skins  whole  and  made  their  a[)rons  from  them,  instead  nf 
l)urclKi:^ing  them  all  made,  as  is  the  })resent  i^iactice. 

March  4,  1793,  the  Lodge  impowered  l>rother  Ik'n]amin 

*  Masonic  law  of  today  requires  cash  in  hand  rather  than  promissory 
notes  or  barter. 
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Walciill  to  purchase  of  Alrxaiulcf  (ianliu-i  his  new  stort:  on 
the  best  terms  loi  the  Lo(l;^e.  Ai  iaiiL;c-iiu'iils  wc  ie  maile  hy 
which  the  Lodge  purchased  tlie  baildiiig-,  l)a)ini4  ^^200  on  llie 
delivery  of  the  deed,  and  $200  annually  until  5400  and  ii.ler- 
est  werei^ai  1.  This  store,  Jirother  Paddac  k  says,  was  located 
on  \VashinL;ton  street,  near  the  site  now  used  as  a  staljle/ 

April  I,  1793,  the  Lod^i^e  voted  to  have  an  Iron  Stove  f(;r  the 
new  Lod<;e  room,  and  July  i  met  in  its  new  quarters  for  the 
first  lime.  Septem])er  2  it  was  Voted  thai  the  J.odge 
should  p,.iy  unto  l^o  Jethro  1  lus^ey  six  Dollars  for  his  Labour 
&  Stuff  to  Pennell  the  Lodge  Chandler  all  around  ye  Room  in 
Good  order  and  as  high  up  as  is  Necessary  as  soon  as  he 
conveniantly  can  Compleat  s'd  Work  &  the  l':iper  to  be  on 
before  ye  next  Lodge." 

December  4,  1793,  the  Lodge  passed  a  vote  of  thanks  to 
Bro  S.im'l  Barker  Jr  for  a  pair  of  Decant'Ms  ^  a  straw  i.'f 
Glasses."  On  the  27lh  of  the  s  unc  month  il  was  *'  \'^.ted  the 
Thanks  of  ye  Lodge  to  hit  Return'd  to  Mr  ICdw'd  Gary  by  Jio 
Sam'l  liariett,  for  a  stick  of  Timber  for  the  lM]h)ws  of  s'd 
Lodge."  To  tliose  not  familiar  with  Masonic  nomenclature  it 
may  be  explained  that  what  is  meant  is  the  three  t)illars  of  the 
Lodge  at  the  stations  of  the  Master  and  Wardens. 

June  2,  1794,  the  Lodge  passed  unanimously  a  vote  of  thanks 
*•  to  Brother  Timothy  liorsefield  f  ^r  a  Generous  Present  of  a 
Fountain  Lamp." 

Se[)tend)er  7,  1795,  the  Secretary  was  instructed  to  send  to 
Philadelphia  or  New  York  for  an  iron  stove,  without  pipe,  and 
alDOut  the  size  of  the  present  one.  This  stove  was  deli\'ered 
and  installed  in  time  for  the  November  communication.  We 
may  perhaps  infer  that  stoves  were  not  in  such  demand  at  that 
time  as  to  warrant  any  merchant  in  keeping  any  considerable 
stock. 

The  Brethren  continued  to  keep  diligent  watch  that  those 
things  which  were  intended  for  the  purposes  of  refreshment 
were  not  converted  into  vehicles  of  intemperance  and  excess, 
and  November  2,  1795,  a  Committee  was  appointed  to  confer 

with  Bro.  *'  respecting  his  misconduct  in  abusing 

himself  with  making  use  two  freely  of  Strong  Di  ink."    At  the 

*  There  wa.s  a  store  on  the  ground  floor,  occupied  at  various  tinu-s 
by  Albert  Gardner,  Timothy  llorslieUl,  Thomas  Coffin,  Jr.,  .Micajah 
Coffin  &  Sons,  and  again  by  Timothy  Horsfield, 
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comnuinicalion  ot  December  14,  the  Hrolher  denied  th;it  he 
was  intoxicated,  but  was'*  taken  with  craini)  c'<»iild  prove  it  " 
to  the  satisfaction  of  tlie  Coniniittee.  If  anyone  has  fondly 
inKi<;i ned  tliat  sui;"^est ion  was  a  recent  invention  the  iccoids 
ol  Union  Lod<;e  i)rove  its  use  over  a  century  ii^^o.  Verily, 
"there  is  nothin*;-  new  under  the  sun." 

July  4,  1796,  it  is  recorded  that  the  Lo(l<;e  paid  ]>) ( .ther  John 
Pinkham  lor  '*  bill  for  the  Officers  Ivibbons,"  /^4.ii-;.o.  These 
jM'obably  were  the  regalia  collars  for  the  officers.  Noveniber 
7  of  the  same  yeiir  it  was  "  Voted  the  Thanks  of  the  I.odi;e  to 
liro'r  Wilson  Rawson  for  a  hansom  (Tij)  i)reseiited  this  Ni<^ht 
by  him  with  the  mason's  Armes  on  it."  At  the  I^T-ast  of  St. 
John  the  Evangelist  that  year  the  dinner  was  served  in  the 
Lodge  room  by  Mrs.  Lydia  Long,  formerly  the  W^idow  (■()lr 
man,  at  6  shilUngs  each.  The  oration  u'as  delivered  in  the 
Presbyterian  meeting-house  by  ]5rother  Leonard,  and  it  wo.s 
voted  to  have  the  address  printed.* 

Union  Lodge  was  not  exempt  from  the  exceeding  ill-feeling 
and  acrimony  stirred  up  over  the  robbery  of  the  Nantucket 
]>ank,  and  which  so  thoroughly  permeated  insular  life  for  many 
years,  but  prompt  and  diplomatic  measures  were  taken  to  sup- 
press any  participation  of  the  Lodge  as  an  organization  in  any 
part  of  the  unfortunate  affair,  for  in  January,  1797,  in  the  mat- 
ter of  a  complaint  of  Brother  Jethro  Ilussey  against  Brother 
Abner  Coffin,  it  is  recorded  that  '*  The  Committee  reports  that 
they  have  treated  with  the  above  named  Brothers  &  heard  all 
that  could  be  said  by  them  on  the  subject.  We  cannot  think 
that  this  Lodge  hath  anything  to  do  with  dis})utes  on  Bank 
matters." 

April  5,  1797,  a  Committee  was  appointed  to  "Treat  with 
Bro  Sam'l  Calder  who  has  Lately  come  to  the  Island  from  his 
Capti\'ity  "  and  see  if  he  needs  relief. 

The  record  of  September  4,  1797,  says  :  "  A  Letter  from 
Bro  Paul  Rever  of  Boston  dated  27  Angus  informing  us  of  our 
situation  in  the  Grand  Lodge  as  being  Look  on  as  a  Clandes- 
tine Lodge  by  us  Held,  by  not  acting  consistent  to  the  Regu- 
lations of  the  G.  Lodge,  the  above  Letter  was  Read  to  ye 
Lodge  &  under  consideration  Voted  for  the  Secretary  to  Right 
l^ro  Paul  Revear  on  the  Receipt  of  his  Letter  informing  him 

*One  hundred  and  fifty  copies  were  printed,  of  which  Rev.  Bro- 
Leonard  received  loo  and  the  Lodge  50. 
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tli;il  luitluT  Ordci-  will  he  takfii  by  the  l.od-c  li'.;i  e.'il  liT. 
Voted  a  coinniitlec  to  Look  into  tlu-  al)(»\'i;  Ia-IUt  and  to 
li'anieaii  answer  loi-  the  |)iir|)ass  to  l)c  st  iil  Icjiwaid  to  the 
(ii-and  I -nd-e,  alter  the  appiohation  ol  )e  L<)d,i;e  next  month. ' 

On  October  2,  the  Committee  re])orted  a  K-l lei-  sayin.i;  in 
substance  that  Union  I.od,L;e  (hd  not  care  "  to  become  a  i)art 
ol  tlie  (irind  L()d^L;e  for  a  Number  of  Iveasons  to  ns,"  'J  his 
letter  was  read  twice  and  then  ordered  to  be  sent. 

l>riel]\'  stated,  this  was  the  situation:  Si.  |< ihn's.(irand 
Lodi^e,  mider  whidi  Union  i  .od,L;e  was  chartered,  was  insti- 
tuted in  1733,  under  auth(jrity  of  the  ( H  and  Lod-eof  l'.n.L;lan(b 
An  ni\b>rLunate,  and  tor  a  time  a  serious,  sch i^^m  arose  amon^i;' 
the  Mas(ms()f  the  Mother  countr)'  soon  aftei-  17SO,  the  seced- 
crs  claiming;"  a  more  strict  adherence  to  ihe  old  landmarks  and 
callin;;-  tliemsclves  Ancient  Masons,  and  termin_L;- the  ad'nerents 
ot  the  parent  I.odi^e  Moderns.  In  this  country  the  s)  nipathiz- 
crs  with  the  so-called  Ancients  orL;ani/.ed  the  Massachusetts 
Grand  Lod;^^  in  1769,  imder  autlioiaty  of  tlie  (iraiid  ].oc][;e  of 
ScolKind.  The  hues  l)etween  the  rival  Grand  Lodges  in  the 
Colony  of  the  Massachusetts  ]>ay  were  sharpl)'  drawn,  and  for 
a  long  time  they  refused  to  have  any  intercourse  with  each 
other.  Soon  after  the  close  of  the  Revolutionary  War  the 
desirability  of  having  but  one  Grand  Lodge  became  so  appar- 
ent tlKit  in  1792  the  union  of  the  two  was  effected,  under  the 
name  of  "The  Grand  Lodge  of  the  Most  Ancient  ^K:  llon'ble 
Society  of  Free  &  Accepted  Masons  for  the  Commonwealth 
of  Massacluisetts."  Our  Most  \Vorshii)ful  Ih-other  I'aul 
Revere,  before  the  union,  was  a  |)i-ominent  member  of  the 
Massachusetts  Grand  Lodge,  and  it  seems  (luile  e\  ident  that 
the  feeling  against  that  Grand  Lodge  and  its  adherents  was  a 
long  time  in  subsiding  with  the  Brethren  of  Lhiion  Lodge. 

Th(xse  Lodges  that  did  not  view  with  fa\'or  the  union  natu- 
rally w^ere  lax  in  ]")aying  their  dues,  and  in  June,  1793,  the 
Grand  Secretary  wa.s  directed  to  write  to  those  Lodges  that 
were  in  arrears  and  impress  upon  them  the  necessit)'  of  imme- 
diate payment.  September  9,  1795,  a  Committee  was  api)c)inted 

*  Several  Falmouth  lireUiren  desired  a  Warrant  for  a  I.uclL:,e,  and,  in 
accordance  wiUi  the  provisions  of  the  Crraiul  Constitutions,  a.sked  the 
recommendation  of  Union  Lodge.  The  Nantucket  r>rcthren  declined  to 
acton  account  of  their  non-affiliation  with  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  sent  a 
letter  to  the  Falmouth  Brethren  explaining  the  situation. 
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to  wiilc  to  the  L(»(li;('s  llial  wci'c  slill  ( k:liii(nn  iit,  and  iiiloiiii 
them  lluit  any  I.o(l;;e  not  lu'prescnlrd  in  the  (Irand  l.od.L^e  and 
in  arrears  niore  than  tweKe  months  shah  have  no  Masonic 
stanchn^;'  in  the  Common  wealth .  'this,  ol  course,  (^arried  with 
it  the  de]~)i'ivation  of  any  riL;ht  to  visit  or  to  l)e  visited,  and 
virtually  was  Masonic  excommunicat  ion.  On  March  13,1797, 
three  Lodges  still  holding-  aloof,  the  (liand  Lod^i;!',  with  an 
extreme  leniency,  "  Voted  that  a  Committee  be  appointed  to 
write  to  the  I.odL;es  held  at  Marblehead,  Nantucket  and 
Truro."  The  Committee  a})])ointed  were  the  Most  Worship- 
ful (irand  Master,  Paul  Revere,  and  brothers  Dunn,  Demne 
and  Edwards.  l^A'idently  it  was  this  letter  that  was  refeired 
to  in  the  recoids  of  Union  Lodge  of  September  4  and  Octo- 
ber 2. 

Se|)tember  13,  1797,  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge 
passed  this  vote  :  "  The  (irand  Lodge  will  not  hold  Communi- 
cation or  correspondence  with  or  admit  as  Visitors  an)'  Masons 
residing  in  this  State  *  *  wlio  do  not  b)'  their  Ivepre- 
sentatives,  communicate,  and  pay  their  Dues  to  this  Grand 
Lodge." 

Whether  the  various  means  of  lighting  the  apartments  had 
proved  unsatisfactory  or  not  is  uncertain,  but  August  15,  1798, 
it  was  voted  to  put  ventilators  in  the  east  side  of  the  Mall 
chamber,  and  to  fix  the  windows  to  drop  two  or  three  inches  on 
the  west  and  north  sides,  and  Se])tember  3  it  was  ''Voted  That 
the  Lodge  is  for  the  futer  sui)pIoyed  with  spalm  candles." 

In  1799  some  of  the  Brethren  api)ear  to  have  been  imbued 
with  a  spirit  of  frivcjlity  which  the  majority  did  not  approve, 
for  October  7  of  that  year  the  Lodge  "Voted  that  the  Hall  be 
made  no  use  of  for  any  other  purpose  but  for  Masonr}'." 

The  following  interesting  vote  is  recorded  under  date  of 
January  6,  1800,  *'A  Committee  of  5  Brothers  to  strike  out 
some  mode  a  shewing  a  Respect  to  our  Deceas'd  Hro  Gen'l 
Geo  Washington  &  to  report  on  ye  adjournment  for  ap}3roba- 
tion,"  Bros.  William  Conin,  I'enjamin  Wallcut,  Wilson  Raw- 
son,  Edward  Cary,  Jr;,  and  Josiah  Cofhn,  Ksq.,  were  apijointed. 
There  is  no  way  of  knowing  what  the  report  was,  for  it  is 
not  on  record,  but  on  the  following  evening  it  was  read  and 
amended  by  atlding  that  besides  putting  the  Master's  chair  in 
mourning,  those  of  the  Wardens  should  also  be  draped,  at  the 
expense  of  the  Lodge  ;  ''and  that  Each  Brother  to  have  his  own 
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Ivxpciicc  ol  1  )ic()r:it ioM ."  (  )ii  tin-  saiiu.- cvciiiii;.',  it  was  ♦•Votrd 
that  [\\v.  Kyc  be  paiiiU-d  ovvi  llic  West  I).;ar  and  the  wuids 
set  in  Lattin,  (iod  said  let  their  he  Ia,L;ht  and  there  was 
Li^'ht."    The  L()(l[;e  continued  ni  niom  niii;.'.  until  April. 

September  7,  1801,  "  V(UO(l  the  '1  hanks  ol  the  L(ul<;e  to  our 
absent  liro'r  Henry  P)arnar(l  tor  two  Cieani  Collard  I'ltcheis 
Lettered  Nantucket  Union  Lod<;(:  No,  5  sent  to  us." 

At  this  date  the  dirierenees  with  the  (hand  Lod^e  had  not 
yet  been  harni mi/ech  Some  fm-ther  coininunication  must 
iiave  been  recei\'ed  l)y  our  Nantucd^et  lirethren,  l)ut  what  it 
was  does  not  a[)pear  either  by  the  i\-tN)rds  ol  the  (irand  Lod,i;e 
or  tlK)se  of  Union  LodL;e.  Under  date  of  No\'enilH-r  2,  1901, 
we  find  the  followin^;;-  recorded  by  the  local  bod)-  "'I'his  Lodi^e 
is  clos'd  to  thursday  ni<;iit  next  for  the  purpass  <.)f  investigat- 
ing the  inatter  on  the  (irand  [.od<;e  l\.ei;uiations."  7\t  thf 
meeting  on  Thursday  evening  it  was  "  X'oled,  that  we  come 
imder  the  cHrection  «S:  inspection  ot  the  (irand  Lodge  in  Bos- 
ton, Voted  a  Committee  of  3  Brothers  vi/  William  ColTm, 
Ijenj'n  Walcutt  &  Edw'd  Gary  Jr  is  the  committee  to  Draw  a 
Letter  to  said  Grand  Lodge  the  same  to  be  Deliv'd  &  carred 
Forw'd  by  Bro  Benj'n  Wallcutt  and  to  see  what  is  Necessary 
to  l)e  done  for  this  union  Lodge  No.  5,  coming  under  the  di- 
rection of  ye  G'd  Lodge."  On  the  27th  of  the  same  month 
the  Lodge  heard  the  report  of  its  Committee  and  directed  the 
Secretary  to  send  a  hst  of  the  officers  and  the  numbei'  of  n.iem- 
bers  to  the  Grand  L(jdge. 

The  records  of  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand  I^odge  f. -r  De- 
cember 14,  iSoi,  say  :  ^'A  petition  from  the  OiTicers  and  Mem- 
bers of  Union  Lodge  No.  1  at  Nantucket,  under  a  Chaiter 
granted  by  the  M.  Worshipful  John  Rowe,  former  Grand 
Master — was  prefer'cl  to  this  (irand  Lodge  for  a  Union  there- 
with by  submitting  to  its  Jurisdiction — and  also  prating  that 
their  Charter  may  be  endorsed  conhrming  the  sau.c  :  llie 
meritts  and  design  of  the  same  being  fairly  discussed  &  mate- 
rially consider'd  it  was— Voted — nnanimonsl)'  to  grant  the 
prayer  of  the  Petitioners."  Thus  after  nearly  ten  )  cars  so. 
jonrning  in  the  Wilderness  the  Ihethren  again  were  gathered 
into  the  Promised  Laiid.  At  its  Communication  of  ]'\T)ruary 
18,  1802,  Union  Lodge  ])assed  a  \'ote  of  thanks  to  Piother 
Samuel  W.  Hunt  f(.)r  his  assistance  in  getting  the  Charter  en- 
dorsed by  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Lodge,  and  appointed 
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liim  Proxy  to  roprescnt  the  I.odv.o  ;it  tlic  Coiniiniuications  of 
the  (irainl  l.od<.;c,  aiul  on  jMaicIi  .S,  limit  was  loniially 

rcci^jL^ni/cil  as  such  at  tl.c  (jiiarU'ily  (  ( .minunical ion  oi  the 
Cirniui  hody.  In  thai  capacity  he  i)icsciitr(l  at  that  time  a 
petition  IVoiii  the  niclliieii  of  Unitai  1  .<•<  "|  la)  in-  that  tlie 
iiaiiie  of  that  Lod-e,  latv  Iv  ilesiL-jialcd  h)  the(iiaii(i  Master  as 
No.  [  may  be  chanved  to  No.  5,"  uhuh  piayei  was  ^i^raiitc  (h'* 

On  March  13,  i8u2,  the  Lod-e  "  \'Mted  that  wepmthase 
the  piece  ot"  land  between  i-lscj'r  llamniatts  ^  Doct  (ielstcai's 
houses,  belon.L;in--  to  VVni.  Kotch,  lor  which  he  asks  ,^1200." 
It  was  also  voted  to  build  a  Mason's  hall  on  tlu:  said  land. 
This  was  the  location  just  west  ol  the  Pacilic  Dank  buildin*;-, 
aiKl  the  buildini;-  now  standih^  theie  is  tli-;  (uie  which  was 
el  ected.  On  the  24th  ol"  J  une  Id  low  inL- ,  at  1  2  o'cdock  Nuon, 
the  I.()d!^\'  laid  the  corner-stone  for  the  new  buildiuL;-  with 
appro])riate  Masonic  serx'ices,  and  lollowin*;  the  ceremony 
lorty-two  Ikctliren  ol)served  the  da)  ,  whic  h  was  the  anniver- 
sary of  the  Feast  of  St.  John  the  liaptist,  with  a  dinner,  t 

December  27,  1802,  the  I.odov  marched  to  the  Congrega- 
tional meeting-house,  where  a  sermon  was  preached  b)'  Rev. 
J.imes  Gurncy,  which  proved  so  satisfa.ctor)'  that,  on  h\d)i  uary 
10  following,  the  Lodge  voted  to  present  him  a  "beavei-  hatt 
for  his  services  on  the  27th  of  December  Last." 

*  It  i.s  not  clear  at  this  time  why  Ihiion  Lod.i'.e  was  numbered  i,  as 
tiicre  were  several  which  had  i)receclencc  in  ;ii!,e,  at  least  nine  in  Massa- 
cluisetts  imder  the  united  Grand  Lod<;cs.  In  Sci)tcml)cr  (lo)  i8o|,  how- 
ever, at  a  Quarterly  Communication  of  the  Most  Worshipful  (adiid 
LoilL;e,  a  Committee  reported  that  on  account  of  ,u,reat  incoin  eniences 
havinj,^  asisen  through  numerical  arranL;emenl  of  I.od;j,es,  "  that  all  Num- 
l.)ers  now  existing  in  the  designation  of  Lodges  shall  he  abolished." 
'J'liis  re])ort  was  unanimously  accepted. 

I  Those  present  were  "  R.  W.  Master  James  Coffin,  Sen'r  Warden 
Richard  Cary,  Jun'r  Wdn.  Sam'l  Cary,  Trcas.  Wm.  Coflin,  Seer.  I'cter 
Hussey,  Sen'r  Deacon  15enj'n  R.rown,  Jim'r  Deacon  John  Hammatt, 
Stewards  John  Pinkham  &  John  Gardner,  Tyler  John  Bunker,  Robert 
Folger,  David  Worth,  David  Swain,  John  Monroe,  Ahisha  l.umhert, 
Nicholas  Meader,  Nath'l  Barrett,  E.  Cary,  Jun'r,  Uriah  Bunker,  John 
lirown,  Wm.  Brown,  Shuhael  Coflin,  Zopher  Haydcn,  Andrew  Coleman, 
Timo  Tolger,  John  l^rock,  Jr.,  Daniel  Allen,  Hugh  Wyvr,  Josiah  Cofhn, 
Jcthro  Ilussey,  Jonathan  Mooers,  Able  Rawson,  Jo'nn  Fitch,  Henry 
Riddle,  Ho/a'ah  Roberts,  Sam'l  Rjarker,  John  AH^'n,  Ik'n].  Coffin,  Caleb 
Bimker,  Benj'n  Slade,  Josiah  Barker.  Jun'r,  Joseph  C.  Smith."  The  new 
hall  was  insured  for  $1200.  In  the  records  of  the  early  part  of  1S04  a 
Mr,  Buel  and  Bro.  Josiah  Clarke  are  spoken  of  as  schoolmasters. 
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The  records  of  Ihc  Most  VVorsliipl iil  (iraiul  Lodge  for  De- 
cember 10,  1804,  show  tlK;t  Union  l.o(l:;c  was  in  the  I2lh 
Alasonic  Distric  t,  anil  that  Ri;j,ht  VVoi  shipl  iil  \Vilhan»  Coflin 
was  comiuissioned  ils  liisl  Disliii  t  Di.  piily  (iiand  Master. 

Noveniljer  4,  iiSo5,  it  was  "  X'otcd  thai  Ihi:  linat^eon  topnf 
the  I  fall  be  painted  tS:  whei  e  tlie  water  Issul  s  thron.uji  be  i>iit- 
ted  ;"  also  voted  "  the  Corner  stone  be  rLinov..d  out  into  hill 
View."  On  the  21st  of  tlu:  same  month  it  was  voted  ti>  lia\e 
Rev.  Mr.  (imaiey  i)reael'i  the  seimon  on  St.  John's  da)',  and  to 
have  nuisi^:  in  the  pioei. ssion,  it  :iny  could  be  had  ;  also  to  have 
a  new  carpet  })Lunled.''  On  St.  b)hn's  da)\  Rew  Mr.  Ourney, 
then  Rev.  l^rother  Ci urne)  ,  preai  lu'd  the  scimon.  Members 
of  \VashinL;ton  ]\emend)ered  l.u(l;;e  ol  New  liedliMcl,  which 
was  instituted  the  previous  sun^.mer,  wei  e  pi  esent  I))'  in\  ilatioii, 
and  the  dinner  was  [)ai  ticip:ited  in  b)'  si.\t)  ih'e  Ihethien. 

There  seems  about  tliis  time  to  ha\e  arisen  a  question  as  to 
whether  candidates  in  takini;-  the  ( -bli_^at i( >ns  must  be  swoin, 
or  cotild  be  allowed  to  riKnin.  d'he  (iraiul  Lod;;e  records  of 
March  10,  1806,  ]"eferrin[(  to  tliis  subject,  sa)'  :  "i\  motion  was 
brought  forward  by  R.  W.  Henry  M.  Lisle,  to  ascertain  this 
cpiestion,  "Whether  an  a (fintiafioii  b)'  that  ]<art  of  Society 
which  profess  tlie  Religion  of  the  (Juakers,  or  l^^i  iends,  if  to  be 
admitted  into  a  Lodge,  weuld  be  conceived  by  the  (id.  Lodge 
equal  to  the  Oaths  &  Obligations  usually  administer'd  at  a 
Making,  which  after  much  Com'ersat ion  ami  can\assing  w;is 
Concluded  to  be  ecpially  so  ;  but  for  reasons  adduced,  il  was  on 
motion  Voted,  to  be  most  eligible  to  lefer  the  Sid^ject,  for 
farther  consideration,  to  the  next  (j'y  Cc»nniumication."  June 
9  it  was  voted  to  submit  the  cpiestion  to  "  IVL  W.  I'iniothy 
Bigelow,  R.  \V.  Simon  Elliol,  and  such  of  the  R.  \V.  District 
Deputy  Grand  Masters  as  can  be  mo.st  readily  consulted,  and 
that  they  Report  to  the  Orand  Lodge — soon  as  may  be."  At 
the  Quarterly  Comnumiciition  Sejitendier  8  the  following- 
action  was  taken  :  "  In  })ursuance  of  a  vote  of  the  G'd  Lodge 
at  the  last  O'y  Communication  submitting  the  Question  to  his 
decision,  it  pleased  the  M.  \V.  (Ld  ]\Taster  to  gix'c  his  (Jpinion 
— that  with  respect  to  such  Cr.ndidates,  for  luitiation  and 
other  Degrees,  as  have  conscientious  Scruples  about  taking 
an  Oaik  the  act  of  Ajfirviatioji  is  ecpiail)'  \'alicl  as  Swearmg,  in 


*  deferring  to  what  is  Masonically  known  as  the  "Master's  Carpet," 


25 

receivinf];  the  01)li<;ati(jns  of  Masoniy."  Tlicrc  weic  very  f<  w 
L<)tl;;cs  in  JVIassach iiscUs  alTectcd  hy  this  decision,  none  to 
anylliin--  like  the  (le<;ree  that  Union  Lotl,L',e  was. 

May  5,  uSoO,  the  Lotl<;e  "Voted,  iheii  hi:  a  (Jomniittee  <jf 
live  to  looke  into  the  hnsiness  resj .e(  t in;;  l)r  Cliris  Fol;;ers 
eonhnenient  in  h"ran("e  is:  see  what  nieasnies  wih  he  hest  to 
procure  his  Liherty."  "Voted  Jh"  Wni  Collin,  Kich'dCary, 
James  (jurney,  Jethro  1 1  ussey  <^  l>enj  Ikinkei"  he  ot  this  ("(an- 
niittee."  "  X'otech  the  Committee  above  [)r(jeeed  witli  Hr 
Pele<;  HmH^e'i"  ^^-s  witii  Hr  Fol^^er." 

In  Novemljer  of  the  same  year  some  kind  friend  ur  Ihother 
I^resentetl  the  Lodi^e  with  a  elumdeher  to  take  the  i)kice  "  oi 
Lamp  now  lian^^ini;"." 

The  hoys  of  the  ckiy  must  in  their  i^eneration  liave  been  quite 
as  mischievous  as  those  of  the  i)resent,  for  on  J)<.eefnher  4, 
1806,  it  was  "  Voted  tliat  Mr  h^bnr  Fitch  be  lve(|uested  t- >  take 
Care  of  the  ]M)ys  on  St.  John's  day." 

Tlie  cpiestionuf  refreshments  was  one  which  seemed  to  be  a 
source  of  considerable  anxiety.  Jn  accordance  with  the  almost 
universal  custom  of  the  time,  some  kind  of  spirituous  li(|uor 
usually  formed  a  itortion  of  the  re[Kist.  The  difricult)'  ai-ose 
mainly  fro  n  the  tendency  of  a  few  to  indulge  themselves  be- 
yond the  i^oint  of  tem])erance.  In  1807,  a  Comn^ittee  consist- 
ing of  Right  Worshipful  John  l^rock,  then  District  Deputv 
Grand  Master,  Kev.  Brotlier  James  Gurney,  Worshipful 
J^rother  'i'imothy  Folger,  l^rother  William  Cobb  and  Woiship- 
lul  J^rothcr  Peter  Hussey,  was  a[)])ointed  to  consider  the 
subject,  and  on  March  5  they  made  their  report,  whicli  recom- 
mended "  Refreshments  of  wine,  Spirits,  Crackers  and  Cheese 
on  F2ach  Regular  Lodge  Night, — any  former  Vote  to  the  Con- 
trary notwithstanding  ;  each  member  to  pay  25  cents  each 
regular  Lodge  night  ;  each  visiting  Brother  to  pay  373,^  cents 
each  night  ^'provided  they  Stay  at  the  Lodge  untill  Called  from 
Labour  to  ]>?.efreshment";  no  member  or  visitor  to  be  admitted 
into  the  Steward's  room  (except  the  Stewards)  "on  any'jne- 
tence  whatever."    This  report  was  accepted  and  adoi^ted. 

June  I,  1807,  the  Lodge  "Voted,  that  there  be  two  paper 
blinds  put  at  the  North  windows  below." 

June  24.  "Voted,  that  those  gentlemen  that  petitioned  to 
meet  at  this  Hall  on  the  4th  of  July  to  form  their  prossession 
be  Admitted." 
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September  7.  l^rotlicr  John  Gardner  wiis  miidi  llie  fust 
Honorary  Member. 

December  7,  the  Lod^^e  refused  for  (jbvioiis  reasons  to  all(AV 
an  Iwenin^  School  in  the  Hall. 

February  12,  1808,  the  Lod^e  voted  to  attend  the  funeral  of 
their  late  Brother,  Jethro  Ilussey,  the  followin^iL;  day. 

October  28,  1808,  "  Voted  that  there  l)e  no  Son^  Suni^  in  the 
Lodi.;e  on  Lodge  Meetini;-  r^.Kce[)t  a  Masonack  Song."  "Voted 
that  there  be  three  Books  purchased  for  the  use  of  the  Lodge 
that  Contains  the  best  Selections  of  Masonac  Songs." 

December  27,  1809,  Rev.  l^rothcr  Seth  V.  Swift  deliveretl 
the  address  appro[)riate  to  the  day  in  the  "  New  South  C(mi- 
gregational  Meeting  I  louse.*  It  is  recorded  that  after  the 
exercises  and  dinner,  the  members  "Sunga  Song  Told  a  Stoi  y 
and  Injoyed  our  Selves  with  a  glass  of  wine  and  a  pipe  of  To- 
bacco, then  Cal'd  to  Labour  and  Instol'd  the  ollicers." 

April  6,  1810,  Voted  to  allow  the  Committee  of  the  New 
South  Congregational  Church  the  use  of  "the  Lodge  Room  to 
Dine  in  on  the  Day  that  Jh-other  Swift  is  ordained." 

The  record  of  August  20,  1810,  has  a  particularly  educational 
interest.  On  that  occasion  it  was  "  Voted  that  the  Re]:)ort  of 
the  Committee  that  was  chosen  the  Last  Lodge  Night t  to 
draw  up  Sum  plan  Respecting  the  appropriation  of  tlie  Schools 
Rooms  be  Accepted  which  is  as  follows, — that  a  Certain 
Number  of  Members  of  this  Lodge  has  Subscribed  to  form  an 
Assosiation  to  found  a  free  Masons  Schools  the  Rules  of 
which  is  to  be  Sanctioned  by  the  Lodge  that  it  may  be  De- 
nomanated  a  free  Masons  School.  Voted,  that  when  the  Asso- 
ciation has  fixt  on  the  Rules  and  Regulations  of  S'd  School 
and  have  them  Approbated  by  the  Lodge  then  the  Standing 
Committee  that  was  Chosen  to  have  the  Care  of  Letting  S'd 
Schools  Rooms  be  Instructed  to  give  the  above  Association 
the  preference  of  s'd  Rooms  for  the  Same  Rent  as  they  are 


*Rev.  Bro.  Seth  F.  Swift  was  Raised  Jan.  i,  1810.  The  hill  of  fare 
on  St.  John's  Day,  1809,  was  "  Plum,  Apple  and  plain  puddings  ;  leaked, 
boiled  and  corned  beef,  legs  of  pork,  Ham,  Tongue,  Roast  Turkey, 
Ducks,  chickens  and  Shoat;  Vegetables  and  pickles  suitable.  Table 
drinks  Beer  and  Cider."    The  expense  was  5  shillings  6  pence  each. 

t  Bros.  Seth  F.  Swift,  Wm.  Nichols,  Wm.  Coffin,  John  Brock,  Jr., 
and  Wyer  Swain. 
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Now  Rented  for  Accept  it  Should  be  a  Vole  of  the  Lod/;e  to 
alter."  There  is  no  fuither  reference  to  this  subject  in  the 
Lodge  records,  and  we  are  left  in  the  dark  as  lo  how  the  cw- 
terprise  terminated. 

December  27,  1810,  the  discourse  was  delivered  by  Ilrother 
Cyrus  Teirce,  the  first  High  School  teacher  on  Nanlut  kcl,  and 
prayers  were  offered  by  I'i.ev.  J^rothers  durney  and  Swilt. 
The  dinner  was  furnished  by  Miss  Ann  llatcli  at  $1.00  each. 

Early  in  i8ji,  it  was  voted  that  the  Trustees  of  the  ScIhkjI 
Room  be  allowed  the  use  of  the  Hall  for  an  exhibition  l^V-bru- 
ary  22.  Whether  this  was  connnemorative  of  Washington's 
Birthday  or  merely  a  coincidence  does  not  appear. 

August  5,  181 1,  a  meeting  was  Cal'd  for  the  purpose  of 
Granting  a  Donation  to  a  brother  mason  by  the  Name  of  John 
Rose  from  Germany  who  petitioned  on  account  of  Relic\  ing 
Sum  Brother  Masons  in  Algiers."* 

March  8,  1820,  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Master,  Samuel 
P.  P.  Vay,  in  stating  the  condition  of  all  the  Lodges  in  the 
jurisdiction,  said—'*  In  the  12th  Masonic  District  there  are  but 
two  Lodges  only, ''Union"  at  Nantucket,  and  "King  Solo- 
mons in  Perfection  "  Holmes  Hole,  the  former  highly  respect- 
able in  its  Character  and  punctual  in  all  its  engagements  to  the 
Grand  Lodge." 

Soon  after  this,  about  1827,  the  Anti-Masonic  crusade  began, 
occasioned  by  the  always  unexplained  disapi)earance  of  a  dis- 
solute man  named  Morgan.  Nantucket  did  not  escape  that 
frenzy  which  drew  into  its  vortex  men  of  all  classes  and  opin- 
ions, and  which  even  became  a  dominating  factor  in  partisan 
politics.    Brother  Samuel  IL  Jenks  vigorously  fought  the  cal- 

*  Among  the  votes  passed  by  the  Lodge  about  this  time  was  one  in 
Dec.  6,  1813,  for  a  Committee  chosen  to  "have  the  Care  of  the  School 
Rooms  to  Let  them  and  Collect  the  Rent  also  to  manage  the  Water 
Closet  and  have  a  Conductor  in  the  Same."  (This  is  noted  as  being 
an  early  use  of  this  term.)  Aug.  6,  1819,  Recommendation  for  Seven 
Stars  Lodge  to  be  held  at  Edgartown.  Dec.  6,  1819,  G''anting  the 
use  of  the  flail  to  the  First  Cong'l  Society  to  dine  in  Dec.  15. 
Mar.  20,  1829,  Leasing  the  East  School  Room  to  the  Franklin  School 
Assoc'n  one  quarter  at  ^s25  per  year,  Mar.  i,  1S20,  making  Samuel  H. 
Jenks  a  member  "free  of  expense."  Bro.  Jenks  had  presented  the  Lodge 
with  a  portrait  of  Thomas  S.  Webb. 

The  records  mention  Rev.  Bro.  John  W.  Hardy  (Methodist)  in  1818. 
Rev.  Bro.  Eph.  Randall  in  1819,  and  Rev.  Nathan  Brown  Ashcroft  being 
mentioned  for  the  Degrees  in  1820. 
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umnioiis  statements  made  a<;ainst  I'^rccuKisomy  thrnii<^li  tlie 
columns  of  the  Nantucket  ln(|uircr,  l)ut  ni.iny  a  l.od^u.-  surirn- 
(lei-C(l  its  Charter,  and  many  a  timid  Mason  hid  his  colors  wIumi 
th(^  stoim  raided  most  fiercely,  h'or  several  years  prior  to  1H32 
Union  Lod^e  suffered  a  steady  loss  in  its  memhcrship,  allhou,L;h 
it  continued  to  he  represented  in  the  (irand  I  ,od<;e  hy  its 
]~)roxy,  Ivij^ht  Worshi])ful  l^rother  David  J'arkcr,  of  l)Os1on.* 
For  several  years  followin^L;-  1831  no  District  Dcput)' (Irand 
Masters  were  api)ointe(l  for  several  districts,  amoni;-  \vhi(h  w:is 
the  I2th,  in  which  Union  LodL;"e  was  a[^]^ortioncd.  March  5, 
ICS32,  a  projDosition  was  made  to  amend  the  Dod;.';e  I'y-Dawsso 
as  lo  ])rovide  for  quarterly  instead  of  monthly  Communica- 
tions, l^he  following;  year,  Novend^cr  4,  1833,  it  was  voted  to 
''raise  a  committee  to  take  into  consideration  the  situation  of 
tlie  Lod;;"e  ])roperty,  with  liherty  to  take  lei^al  ad\'ice  on  the 
subject  and  report  at  some  future  meetin^i;-,  and  that  the  com- 
mittee be  further  authorized  to  recommend  such  disposition  of 
the  property  as  they  may  deem  desii-ab!e."  The  Committee 
reported  December  19  of  the  same  year.  What  that  report 
recommended  cannot  now  be  ascertained,  but,  whatever  it  was, 
it  was  rejected  by  a  vote  of  7  to  5,  the  smallness  of  the  vote 
being  an  eloquent  testimony  of  the  extremity  to  which  the 
Lod<^e  was  reduced  in  its  membership.  Continued  attempts 
were  made  to  arrange  the  Lodge's  affairs  to  pre|)are  for  any 
possible  contingency,  and  finally  on  the  8th  of  December,  1835, 
the  real  estate  was  conveyed  conditionally  to  the  Trustees  of 
the  Coffin  ^'School.  At  the  same  time  the  l>y-Daws  were 
amended  so  to  provide  for  annual  Communications  instead  of 
monthly  ones.t 

The  Lodge  continued  paying  its  dues  to  the  Grand  Lodge,  as 
appears  from  the  records.  At  the  Quarterly  Communication 
of  the  Most  Worshii)ful  Grand  Lodge  March  10,  1841,  a  peti- 
tion purporting  to  come  from  the  Lodge  was  presented  asking 
for  a  remission  of  the  dues.  This  was  referred  to  a  Committee 
who,  on  June  9,  reported  that  the  petition  seems  to  have 
emanated  from  a  Brother  individually,  and  without  the  author. 


*  Freemasonry  was  at  a  very  low  ebb  at  this  time  all  over  the  coun- 
try. For  a  particular  statement  see  the  "  History  of  f  iee  Masonry  and 
Concordant  Orders." 

t  The  Lodge  continued  to  meet  annually  until  Feb.  7,  1842. 
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ity  of  the  Lodf^c,  and,  on  icconnncn( i< )n  (;t  the  (  oniiniUec, 
no  further  action  was  taken  on  it. 

Bui  the  transfer  of  tlie  real  estate  belon^in^;  tothr  IahI^c,  to 
tlie  Trustees  of  the  ('offin  Si-hool  (hd  not  jkiss  unnoticed  by  the 
Grand  Lotl^e.  The  tiansfer  does  not  seem  to  have  received 
any  attention  from  the  (i rand -Lo(l<;e  until  after  the  Great 
l^'ire  ot  1846.  Soon  after  the  (]is])osition  of  their  {jropert)'  the 
Lodi^e  removed  to  a  room  in  the  old  Athenanim  buihhn^i^,  occu- 
pying these  quarters  from  May,  1835,  until  the  buildin*;-  was 
destroyed  in  the  Great  Fire.  'I'hc  record.s  show  that  on  July 
22,  1846,  a  Communication  was  held,  said  to  have  been  called 
in  their  former  cjuarters  west  of  the  Ikuik,  then  occu[)ied  by  the 
Odd  hTdlows.  The  record  goes  on  to  say  On  motion  of  Hi  o 
Elisha  Starbuck — Voted  that  we  address  the  Gr  Lodge,  stating 
to  them  our  situation,  and  praying  for  relief,  and  recjuest  them 
to  grant  us  a  Charter,  as  ours  was  burned  at  the  late  Fire.  On 
motion  of  Bro.  John  Brock — Voted  that  we  raise  a  Committee 
to  draft  a  memorial  to  the  Gr.  Lodge  stating  to  them  the  con- 
dition of  Union  Lodge.  Voted  that  l^ros.  Sam'l  H.  Jenks, 
Chas  I^rown  and  Iknj  Ikown  be  the  above  committee.  Voted 
to  adjourn  to  this  place  tomorrow  evening  at  half  past  seven 
o'clock."* 

''At  an  adjourned  meeting  of  Union  Lodge  held  on  Thurs- 
day evening  July  23,  1846,  *  *  *  Rec'd  and  acted  on  the 
report  of  the  committee  that  was  chosen  last  evening  to  memo- 
rialize the  Gr.  Lodge.    Closed  at  9  o'clock." 

The  Memorial  was  as  follows  : 

7o  tJie  officers  and  Diembers  of  tJic  M .  W.  Gr.  Lodge  of  tJie 
State  of  MassacJiiisetts — 

This  memorial  of  the  officers  and  members  of  Union  Lodge 
in  Nantucket  respectfully  represents  that  in  consequence  of 
the  late  dreadful  calamity,  by  which  a  large  portion  of  the 
business  part  of  the  tow^n  has  been  reduced  to  ashes  ;  the  mem- 
bers aforesaid  feel  it  incumbent  on  them  to  lay  before  your 
Most  Worshipful  body  a  statement  of  our  losses,  and  implore 

*  The  Lodge  was  opened  and  Uie  business  transacted  on  the  Entered 
Apprentice  Degree.  From  July  22,  1S46,  until  Nov.  2  the  Lodge  met  in 
its  former  hall,  west  of  the  Tacific  Bank  building,  then  occupied  by  the 
Odd  Fellows.  Then  it  was  removed  into  the  hall  in  the  building  ol  the 
Commercial  Insurance  Co.  In  Jan.,  1863,  it  was  again  removed  to  Sher- 
burne Hall  on  Center  street,  and  in  iSyoit  removed  once  more,  occupying 
its  present  quarters. 
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such  aitl  as  you  in  your  sympathy  m.i)-  find  it  piopci  t..  bcslow; 
antl  (irsl  as  ro^^ards  our  L()(l^;c  ;  the  looui  in  whi(  h  \vc  lucl  and 
wliicli  wc  had  lilted  uj)  at  an  expense  ol  some  loin  hundied 
dollars,  was  wholly  destroyed  with  all  its  contents,  iiaving  been 
unable  to  save  anythin^^  excc]-)t  our  Records  and  Jewels  ;  a^Min 
a  larL;e  portion  of  our  mend)ers  are  directly  sufferers  by  the 
Fire  to  a  <;reater  or  less  deL;ree,  some  losin^L;-  their  wh(jle  prop- 
erty and  beinj^^  literally  turned  into  the  streets— We  therefcjre 
request  that  you  will  <j;rant  us  a  renewal  of  our  Charter,  for  un- 
less we  continue  to  meet  statedly  as  Union  Lod<^e,  we  shall  be 
Hable  to  use  what  funds  wc  have,  and  which  are  so  invested 
that  if  the  Lod<4e  becomes  extiiu  t  they  will  pass  beyond  our 
reach  and  ( ontrol.*  We  would  further  ask  such  pecuniary 
aid  as  you  may  feel  dis})osed  to  <;ranl — however  small  will  be 
most  [;rateful]y  received  by  )'our  ahlicted  brethren. 
In  behalf  of  Union  Lodi^e,  Nantucket 

Samukl  I  I.  Jknks  ) 

Bknj  Hrown  >- Committee 

Charles  Brown  ) 

P.  S.  It  is  requested  that  an  answer  may  be  sent  imniedi- 
ately  as  we  wish  authority  to  work  until  our  Charter  ma)'  be 
renewed,  which  bore  date  A.  L.  5771." 

This  petition  was  presented  to  the  Most  Worshipful  Grand 
Lodge  at  the  Quarterly  Communication  in  September  and  re- 
ferred to  a  Committee  consisting  of  Bros.  Ilammatt,  Bradford, 
Rogers,  Loring  and  liobart,  who  reported  verbally  in  favor  of 
granting  a  new  Charter,  but  asked  for  more  t.me  to  more  fully 
consider  the  subject,  which  was  granted.  At  the  Annual 
Communication,  December  9,  still  further  time  was  given.  On 
March  10,  1847,  the  Committee  made  the  following  re])ort, 
which  was  adopted  : 

"The  Com  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Union 
Lodge,  Nantucket,  have  since  the  last  re[)ort  examined  into 
the  affairs  of  said  Lodge  and  find  that  during  the  dark  period 
of  Anti-Masonic  excitement,  they  were  the  owners  of  a  build- 
ing valued  at  about  ^2,000,  which  was  held  by  Trustees. 

In  1833  the  number  of  Trustees  was  reduced  to  two,  and  the 
number  of  the  members  of  the  Lodge  was  greatly  diminished. 
Very  justly  apprehending  that  in  case  the  surviving  Trustees 
should  be  taken  away,  or  the  Lodge  be  disl)anded  their  inter- 
est in  the  building  would  be  lost  to  the  Fraternity— and  there 
being  no  power  in  theGr.  Lodge  to  hold  real  estate,  the  breth- 

*  See  report  of  Committee  of  the  M.  W,  Grand  Lodge,  March  10, 
1857. 


'  -.MO 


i 


31 

rcn  came  to  the  conclusion,  iiftrr  mat  in  c  dclihcralion,  that 
they  should  best  (lis(  luir;;c  then  duly,  h)  conveyini;  ihc  prop- 
erty to  the  Collin  School  ("orporalion- '1  his  was  aecordinf;ly 
done  in  Dec.  1835,  'i'^<-l  i'l  terms  which  your  C'om.  believe  to  be 
just  and  ecjuitable. 

The  Lodge  relincjuishes  to  the  School,  one  fourth  part  of  the 
interest  arising;-  fiom  the  funds,  for  and  in  consideiali  n  of  the 
privilege  of  admission  to  the  School,  of  the  orphan  children  of 
deceased  Masons  on  the  Jsland,on  the  same  terms  as  the  cliil- 
dren  of  the  Coffin  family  are  received,  auu  the  Trustees  of  the 
School  further  engage  to  pay  to  the  Lodge  the  remaining 
three  fourths  of  the  interest  arising  from  the  funds— So  far  all 
is  well — l^ut  the  Lodge  has  gone  one  step  farther,  and  made 
the  Coflin  School  Corporation  the  residuary  legatee  in  case 
the  Lodge  should  ever  be  disbanded.  This  places  the  funds 
forever  beyond  the  reach  of  the  Gr  Lodge,  and  here  is  the 
great  error  of  the  transaction. 

The  Lodge  did  not  masonically  or  morally  })osscss  the  right 
to  make  such  a  conveyance.  It  was  done  in  violation  of  estab- 
lished Masonic  usage,  and  meets  with  the  severest  reprobation 
of  your  Com. 

They  are  however  disposed  to  believe,  that  if  the  Lodge  had 
been  correctly  informed  on  the  subject,  or  if  there  had  been  a 
written  j)rovision  in  the  then  Constitution  of  theG.  Lodge,  the 
offending  brethren  would  not  have  been  guilty  of  so  flagrant 
a  violation  of  their  Masonic  obligations. 

Your  Com.  are  therefore  disposed  to  regard  it  as  a  sin  of 
ignorance,  rather  than  of  perverseness,  and  as  such  to  overlook 
it.  They  would  recjuire  irpcntaiicc,  were  it  possible  for  the 
cjffenders  to  manifest  tJiat  in  a  restitution  of  the  projierty  to 
its  legitimate  soiu'ce — but  this  cannot  now  be  done.  They 
therefore  recommend  that  the  Lodge  be  permitted  to  retain 
its  Charter,  until  otherwise  ordered  by  this  G.  Lodge. 
All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

(Signed)  John  B.  Hammatt,* 

C.  B.  Rogers, 
Enoch  Hob  art, 
John  J.  LoRiNCi." 

Reading  between  the  lines,  and  remembering  that  the  of- 
fence was  committed  only  after  securing  what  was  presumed 
to  be  sound  advice,  and  really  seems  after  all  to  be  admittedly 
an  ex  post  facto  one,  we  may  reasonably  infer  that  the  strong 
language  was  rather  as  a  preventive  of  future  acts  than  as  a 
censure  of  what  already  had  occurred. 

*  R.  W.  Wxo.  Ham  malt  was  for  several  years  proxy  for  Union  Lodge 
ill  the  Grand  Lod^jc.  He  became  Junior  and  Senior  Grand  Warden,  and 
in  1844  was  Deputy  Grand  Master. 
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Fur  several  ye;irs  special  Deinilies  weie  appointed  lor  some 
Lodges  instead  ol  Distiiet  Depnlies,  as  tin:  Lod-es  retaining 
their  Charters  were  lew  and  scattered.  Ki,L;ht  W'oishiplul 
lirother  Henjamin  Ihown,  fur  several  yeais  a  Distric  t  Deputy, 
was  assigned  U)  this  (hily  for  Union  Lotige.and  seived  in  that 
capacity  from  1850  until  icSs;,  when  the  office  was  ahohshed.* 

In  1856  the  Lodge  had  begun  to  recovei  from  the  effects  of 
the  Anti-Masonic  crusade,  and  that  year  liicie  were  six 
Liitiates.  During  the  following  year  Most  Worshipful  John  T. 
Heard,  Grand  Master,  visited  every  chartered  Lodge  in  Mas- 
sachusetts. He  visited  Union  Lodge  July  4,  and  reported 
that  on.  that  occasion  there  were  [)resent  "  J^io.  Hiown  and  27 
Brethren."  This  was  very  neaily  the  full  strength  of  the 
Lodge  at  the  time.f  December  14.  Right  \Vorshii)ful  Isaac 
P.  Seavey,  Special  Grand  Lecturei",  visited  the  L'.ulge.  He 
rej)orteel  that  he  remained  there  five  days  giving  instructions 
"  with  good  success,  though  more  lecturing  liere  would  be 
beneficial."  December  18,  1 858,  Right  Worshipful  Sylvester 
i^axter.  District  Deputy  Grand  Master  for  the  8th  L^ist  rict,  re- 
ported,— Union  Lodge,  Nantucket,  are  in  fair  circumstances, 
so  far  as  I  can  learn  ;  they  have  [)een  gaining  of  late,  and  I 
think  if  they  would  take  a  little  more  interest  in  the  affairs  of 
the  Lodge,  and  be  sure  to  be  represented  in  the  Grand  Lodge, 
they  would  become  highly  prosperous.  Their  initiations  have 
been  three  the  past  year."  Li  December,  1859,  Right  Wor- 
shipful Brother  l^axter  reported:  "I  comaience  with  Union 
Lodge,  of  ]>tantucket,  it  being  the  (eldest  Lodge  in  my  District. 


*  The  early  District  Deputy  Grand  Masters  to  Union  LocIl^c  were: 
1804-5-6,  Wni.  Coffin;  1807  to  i8r2,  John  lirock  ;  1813-^-15,  Teler  Hus- 
sey ;  1816-17,  Nathaniel  liarrett;  1818-19-20,  IJezekiah  B.  Gardner; 
1821,  Seth  K.  Swift;  1822  to  1825,  Klisha  Starbuck;  1826-7,  Samuel  H. 
Jenks.  The  Lodj^e  was  represented  nearly  every  year  in  the  Grand 
Lodge,  though  not  at  every  communication,  some  Boston  Brother  usually 
being  chosen  as  proxy.  The  representatives  as  recognized  by  the  Grand 
Lodge,  as  appears  by  the  records,  were  :  1802,  Bro.  Samuel  Wells  Himt ; 
1S04-4,  Bro.  John  Brock;  1805  to  about  1811,  Bro.  Jolin  1^.  Hammatt; 
1812  to  '15,  Rev.  Bro.  Seth  Foster  Swift  ;  1816  to  i8i(),  I^ro.  Joshua  Si- 
monds  ;  1820,  Bro,  Samuel  H.  Jenks  ;  1821  to  '41,  Bro.  L):ivid  Barker; 
1848,  Bro.  George  M.  Thacher;  1851,  iiro.  William  C.  Starbuck;  1853- 
4-5,  Bro.  Hugh  H.  Tuttle  ;  1857,  Bro.  Thomas  Restieaux  ;  1861,  Bro. 
Benjamin  Brown:  1862,  Iko.  A.J.  Morton. 

t  The  total  membership  Dec,  1857,  was  47. 
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'J'lierc  arc  Inil  six  older  1jj(I.l;c  s  in  the  Stale,  in  lac  t,  tlu:  dale 
of  its  charier  hem-  1771 .  Il  is  in  a  xid,  hiah  I  ly  (  undil  lun  ; 
has  had  h)iirteen  imliales  ihis  lasl  )ear." 

July  17,  1863,  the  L()(i'.;e  was  pailieiilarly  la\'o;ed,  leceiviii^ 
as  i^ucsts  Ihe  Most  Wnrshiplul  (n-and  Masl.-r  Wihiani  I'arl:- 
iiian,  accompanied  hy  Ki-hl  Worshipl  ill  1  h  <  )U  mi  s  ( '1  lar  Ics  ( 
Dame,  Deputy  (Iraiid  Master;  ChaiKs  W.  ^^)ore,  lve(  .  .1  ilin- 
(jiand  Scciclary;  Hro.  ( laidnei-,  Disl.ieL  1  )epiil  y  ( ,■  1  a  1  id  Master 
for  the  3d  Distria  ;  Hro.  SlraUon,  (irand  l\h!!shal;  and  l.ro. 
(jay,  (irand  Tyler. 

'l"hc  next  important  event  in  the  histor)'  oC  Uni'in  Dod-e 
and  the  one  wldeh  eonelu(k\s  this  nai  ration  ol  il,  oca  uned  in 
1871,  when  it  celel)rated  with  much  p. .anp  and  cii\  iimslam.  e 
its  lOOth  annivt'rsary .  On  that  occasion  was  or!;ani/ed  a  I,od:;e 
ol  Sorrow  for  the  deceased  r)rethren,  an  e.\tremcl)'  lare  Ma- 
sonic ex'cnt.* 

'J  he  tirst  attemiHcd  hieak  Irom  the  [larenl  l,od;j,e  occurred 
July  1,  J820,  when  the  records  of  Union  l.o(li;c  rcp(»rleri  ;;s 
follows  :  "  Ivcad  the  IVdition  ol  the  I'nder  naiv.ed  Ihethren  to 
the  ( i ra nd  LocIl^'c  c>1  Mass.  to  form  a  Lodi.'c  in  this  Town  l>y 
the  name  of  l^icihc.     R.  \V.  Josiah  llussey  ist  Master;  W. 

*  'I'he  Sc.'ci  elai  ics  ol  Union  t.odj^c  lia\  e  Irlmi  :  William  Johnson, 
from  01  ;.;aniz;!lion  to  Jan.  1772;  IMiincas  Fannin;;,  fi  (>ni  Jan.  1772  U)  }  jn. 
1775;  Chi-istoplica-  1 1  usscy,  from  Jan.  1775  -h^"-  '  79-1  ^  AImk  r  Cofiin, 
from  Jan.  17(14  to  Jan.  1705;  Cla  i.slojilicr  1 1  u.'-..sey,  Jr.,  fi  (im  Jar..  1  7(15  U) 
Jan.  iSoj;  VcUiv  llu.sscy,  from  Jan.  1S02  to  Dec.  1804;  Jolm  lirock,  Jr., 
from  Dec.  1804  to  Jan.  1807;  James  Coflin,  fiami  Jan.  1807  tt^hi'i-  1816; 
Ikaijamin  CofTni  (died  in  oflicc),  fiom  Jan.  i8ia  U)  May  iSid:  James  F. 
Chase,  from  May  1816  to  Jan.  18.19:  Charles  F.  Sw.iin,  fiom  Jan.  i8_j(,  lo 
Jan.  1883;  Almou '1\  Mowi'y,  from  Jan.  1883  to  Jan.  j88|;  llcnr)-  Faii- 
date,  from  Jaai.  1884  to  tlalc. 

The  following  named  Clergymen  have  been  incmhca  s  of  the  Fod^c  • 
Zehulon  Butler,  James  (iurney,  Sctli  F.  Swift,  David  Feonaid,  N alhan 
]).  Ashcroft,  FIcnry  Fincoln,  Noah  Dishrow,  Sanuiel  H.Brayu^n,  Waller 
R.  Gardner,  Charles  E.  Walker,  James  F.  Morrison. 

As  nearly  as  can  he  ascertained,  this  list  comprises  all  the  numbers 
of  Union  Fodge  who  participated  in  the  War  of  the  Rel^elli'  n  :  (diaries 
IF  Baker,  Franklin  T.  liaker,  Daniel  C.  ]5ra\  ton,  Albiim  IC  F.  Bueknam, 
George  G.  Coffin,  Henry  I-".  Coffin,  Fetcr  V.  Coffin.,  Benjamin  C.  J\nst(-n, 
Jokai  B.  I-aias,  Menry  F.  Fisher,  William  R.  IFuhaway,  Albert  F..  Iluimes, 
Edward  B.  Hussey,  George  N.  Macy,  John  G.  Mitchell,  Ri^liard  Mitch- 
ell, Jr.,  Alexander  1*.  l\Ioore,  David  Morrow,  Benjandn  IF  Incase,  Charles 
F.  Russell,  Anthony  Smalley,  b^rancis  B.  Smith,  John  W.  Sumnierhays, 
William  H.  Swain. 
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Geor<;e  lUinker,  ist  S.  W.;  W.  Scwall  Short,  istJ.W.; 
Roswcll  Lcbrctl,  Jlciiry  riiikham,  Win.  1'.  Slanton,  Wni. 
Coffin,  J uii'r,  Klnathaii  Ijibb'sainl  (Icor^c  I'ai  kfr."  The  proh 
aljihlics  arc  that  this  petition  tailed  to  receive  the  re(|iiirMl 
eiulorsemcnt  of  Union  Lo(l«^e,  and  henee  was  not  presented  to 
the  (irand  LodL;e.  The  recor(Ls  of  Union  Lod<;e  say  further, 
under  date  of  Jul)'0.  1820,  "The  Petition  of  Josiah  1 1  ussey 
and  otliers  to  the  (Irand  Lodi^e  to  form  a  New  J  .od^L;e  ni  this 
Town  is  with  Draw- 11." 

The  first  real  secession  from  the  Lod^^e  occuiTcd  in  1822. 
The  recorded  proceedings,  so  fai-  as  a[)})ears  in  the  (jrand 
Lodge  records,  are  these  :  "  iMarcli  13,  5822.  *  '  I'lie  I'e- 
tition  of  Samuel  II.  Jenks  aiul  sexen  others  foi-  a  new  Lodge 
in  the  Town  of  Nantucket  by  the  name  of  Urbanit)^  was  read," 
and  committed.  The  Conimittee  on  the  s;nue  day,  through  its 
chairman.  Right  Worshipful  Taul  Dean,  reported  "  that  it  js 
exi^edient  the  Prayer  of  the  Petitioners  be  grantecL" 

This  petition  must  have  had  at  least  the  [)erfunctoiy  sanc- 
tion of  Union  Lodge. 

The  next  proceedings,  as  recorded,  show  that  "At  a  special 
meeting  of  I^.  D.G.  M.  Lodge  (jf  Mass.  at  the  l^'nuiklin  School 
Jvooin  in  Nantucket,  Oct.  3ci  A.  L.  5822  at  10  o'clock  A.  M. 
by  virtue  of  a  Commission  to  the  R.  W.  Khsha  Starbuck,  Dis- 
trict D.  G.  Master  of  the  12th  District  from  the  M.  W.  John 
Dixwell,  Grand  Master,  for  constituting  and  installing  Urban- 
ity Lodge,  holdcn  at  Nantucket,  in  the  District  aforesaid. 

Granm)  Oi  fjcicrs  : 

R.  W.  Elisha  Starbuck,  D.  D.  G.  Master  ;  W.  Zacheus 
I-I ussey,  D.  G.  Master  ;  W.  JMancis  G.  Macy,  D.  D.G.  S.  War- 
den ;  W.  Benjamin  Brown,  D.  D.  (L  J.  Warden  ;  W.  IVdeg  S. 
Folger,  D.  D.  G.  Treasurer  ;  W.  John  Brock,  D.  D.  G.  Sec- 
retary ;  W.  Rev.  Seth  F.  Swift,  D.  ]).  G.  Chaplam  ;  W^  Sewall 
Short,  D.  D.  G.  Marshall  ;  W.  James  F.  Chase,  I).  D.  G.  S. 
Deacon  ;  W.  George  F.  Bunker,  D.  D.  G.  J.  Deacon  ;  W.  Na- 
thaniel Barrett,  D.  D.  G.  S.  Steward  ;  \V.  Menry  Riddell,  D. 
D  G.  J.  Steward  ;  W.  Thomas  Gary,  D.  D.  G.  Tyler. 

The  D.  D.  G.  Lodge  being  duly  Officered  was  opened  in  due 
and  ancient  form,  prayers  being  attended  to  by  the  Chaplain, 
After  which  the  W.  Henry  M.  Pinkham  was  introduced  and 
was  duly  examined  and  qualified,  after  which  he  retired.  A 
Committee  was  received  from  Urbanity  Lodge  Who  informed 
they  were  duly  assembled  in  Union  Lodge  Hall,  and  were 
ready  to  wait  on  the  W.  D.  D.  G.  Lodge.    The  Marshal  then 
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formed  the  procession,  W.  liro.  Wilson  l>Ja\vson  carryin;^^  the 
Holy  Writin-s  ^Sdc,  VV.  I^ro.  Heiijamiii  Hunker  tiu-  J^)r)()k  <.l 
Constitutions  On  hein.i;' int nxhic  eJ  into  Ihr  Hall  the  lollow- 
in<;-  exercises  (^ointnenced  :  Music,  An  addit-.ss  \>y  \V.  Iho. 
Samuel  J  I.  Jeid<s,  hein^-  well  adapted  tor  the  occasion,  Mu'd(, 
ri"a)'ers.  And  tin-  OKicers  weie  installed  in  (hie  and  anc  ient 
form. 

Oi'Ficr-.KS  iN'S'rAf.i.ia)  oi^  Ukhantjv  Ijiix.k: 

R.  \V.  Iltnn-y  M.  I'inkhani,  Master;  W.  Caleb  Cushman,  S. 
Warden;  W  Isaac  11  inckley,  J.  Warden  ;  W.  Isaac  Colhn, 
T.;  Samuel  11.  Jenks,  S.;  (ieorL;e  Cannon,  Chap.;  Tinioth)'  (i. 
Clapp,  Mar.;  Solomon  15.  Moise,  S.  Deacon  ;  Rubert  IMa.  )',  |. 
Dea.  on  ;  William  Hart,  S.  S,;  William  C.  Pitman,  J  S.;  j..hVi 
Weiderhold,  T. 

Prayers  by  the  G.  Chaplain,  and  a  procession  was  formed  of 
the  Ofhcers  and  Members  of  the  new^  Lodi;e,  round  the  Lodiv.e 
with  Music,  After  which  the  1).  IJ.  (}.  Marshall  ])it)cLninLd 
the  new  Lody;e  by  the  name  of  Urbanity  Lod^e  constituted 
and  installed  m  due  and  ancient  form.  Music  was  then  i)er- 
formed,  After  which  the  ]).  D.  G.  Lodge  h)rmed  a  processi'-n 
as  belore  and  returned  to  the  School  Koom  and  closed  with- 
out day. 

True  record  of  the  proceedings. 

Attest  John  ]5rock,  D.  D.  G.  Secretary. 
The  above  is  a  true  Cop)'  of  the  original  on  file 

Attest  Tno'AiAS  Tow^^rs,  Grand  Secretary. 

It  is  exceedingly  unfortunate  that  no  records  of  Urbanity 
Lodge  are  known  to  exist,  by  which  its  membershij)  can  be 
ascertained.  If  they  were  transmitted  to  the  Grand  Lodge 
when  the  Charter  was  surrendered,  as  undoubtedl}^  they  were, 
they  were  destroyed  in  the  hre  which  swept  awa}^  so  many 
valuable  docurnents  belonging  to  and  in  custody  of  the  Grand 
Lodge.  Wdien  first  organized  its  Communications  were  held 
on  the  third  Monday  of  each  month.  So  far  as  now  appears, 
the  only  clues  to  its  membership  are  to  be  found  in  the  Inquir- 
ers of  the  time,  and  they  gave  only  the  naines  of  the  officers 
elected  or  installed,  and  even  those  with  little  regularity. 
Outside  of  this  source,  the  only  record  apparently  existing  in 
regard  to  the  Lodge  is  to  be  found  in  the  account  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Most  Worshipful  (irand  Lodge,  h'roni  tliose 
we  conclude  that  there  was  som^  ill-feeling  manifested  in  con- 
sequence of  the  institution  of  the  new  Lodge,  since  there  was 
quite  a  serious  friction  arising  out  of  action  on  the  petition  for 
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aCh.iitci'  bclwecii  a  [)!( )miiiciit  iiu'iiihci- ol  culi  IjxI'j^c,  result- 
ing^ in  a  ti'ial  bclOic  Union  L()(1l;c,  and  an  appcil  lioni  ils 
(]c(Msion  [i)  the  (irand  r.()(lL;o.  'Vhc  appeal  was  picscnlcd  in 
the  Most  Worshipl  111  (irand  Lod;:;e'  June  12,  1S22,  and  was 
rclened  to  a  Connnittee  ;  the  (^)nimiltee  was  dischar.L;ed  and 
a  new  one  api)oinied  Mareh  12,  1823;  an  I  the  rei)ort  was 
finally  made  June  ii,  1823.  'I'he  ori;;in;il  charge  was  a. gainst 
a  I)i-othe!"  ol  Urbanity  Lodi^e  wlio  was  acHMiscd  of  "oppi\:ssin^ 
the  widows  ol"  Masons."  On  trial  ol  the  member  ol  Lhiion 
I.od^e  who  made  the  char^'C,  Union  T.od,L;(Mleci(Ied  the  chiir^e 
sustained.  The  rv'p'nl  of  the  Cnmmitlee  of  the  Ciran  i  Uodi^e 
Wiis  that  the  evidi'iux;  wa.s  not  comp'.de'nt  to  conviet ,  a nd  the 
de  ision  w.is  set  aside.  I'he  rep  'id  s:dd  in  eoiudusion  that 
before  tlie  Uod;.;e  m;irl:e(l  the  charaeler  of  the  Hiolhei-  *'  with 
the  disgrace  of  havdni;  \'iolated  on;  of  the  most  impoilant  and 
sacred  ties    *  *        the)'  ou^:.;'ht  to  have  acquired  mncc 

full  and  convincini;"  prot)f  of  his  i^'uilt." 

The  leelii^i;' api^arently  found  expression  in  another  way — 
that  is  in  refusing"  to  admit  to  the  Inisiness  i)ortion  of  the  Lod^e 
Communications  any  but  Members,  d'his,  too,  was  referred 
to  the  Grand  Lod^^^e  at  a  C(.)mmunication  heKl  March  12,  1823, 
when  Union  Lodi;"e  souj^ht  information  as  to  ''\\'hether  a  sub- 
ordinate Lodg'e  has  any  ri<_;ht  to  hold  a  Lo!l;_;-eof  mend)ers  to  the 
exclusion  of  those  who  are  not  Members  on  a  rej^^.ilar  Commu- 
nication." This,  too,  was  ]-eferred  to  a  Committee,  who  re- 
ported in  June  that  the  inquiry  was  not  one  to  haxe  Iteen 
considered  by  the  Grand  Loilj^e,  but  should  have  been  nKule 
of  the  Grand  Master  ;  however,  the  troulde  was  allayed,  at  least 
so  that  it  did  not  come  up  before  the  Grand  Lnd-c  in  an)' other 
form,  and,  as  nearly  as  can  be  ascertained,  the  tw(j  bodies 
dwelt  toL^ether  in  fraternal  harmony. 

Urbanity  Lod<;"e  was  re})resented  in  the  Grand  LodL;"e  with 
reasonable  regailarity  np  to  1830,  and  then  representation 
ceased.  At  just  what  time  the  Lodge  surrentlered  its  Charter 
cannot  be  ascertained,  but  a  rcj^jort  from  R.  W.  Robert  F. 
Parker,  District  Deputy  Grand  Master,  entered  on  tlie  rec- 
ords of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Septeiuber  9  1840,  refers  to  it  as 

the  late  Urbanity  Lodge  of  Nantucket." 

The  first  suggestion  of  Ca]:)itular  Masonry  in  Nantucket  is 
found  in  the  records  of  Union  Lodge,  where,  under  date  of 
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April  0,  1801,  it  is  rccoidcd  llial  it  w.is  VfHcl  llial  Hro.  Wil- 
son Ivawsoii  slioiild  imx'l  in  lliis  Mall,  un  llir  mark  Mason 
l^cg"|-oc  a,L;rccal)lc  to  Ins  appuinliniMil  l)y  liis  warrcUit  loi  tlu: 
same  Ironi  City  ol  New  Voi  k  dated  7  da)-  (.1  September,  1797." 
No  record  exists  as  to  \]n\\^  man)'  or  who  were  associated  with 
Companion  Raw^on,  nor  how  lar  the  ori^anizati  <n  [»ro;^ressed 
or  how  long  it  existed,  iliswanant  a  itedates  the  oi'^ani/a. 
tion  of  the  Grand  koyal  y\i-eh  Cdiapler  (4  M.tssachusetts  by 
ten  months.*  Ri<;ht  l-lxcellent  Christopher  d.  Fox,  (hand 
Secretary  of  the  (^rand  Chapter  of  New  York,  m  reply  to  in- 
quiries, says  :  "  I  rei;i-et  that  1  am  unable  to  give  )-ou  an)' 
information  respecting  the  organization  (.f  a  M^ark  Lodge  at 
Nantucket,  or  of  the  Ca})itular  histoiy  of  C(;mj).  Wilson  Kaw- 
son. 

The  extract  from  the  records  of  Union  Lodge,  r(derred  to 
in  your  letter,  would  seem  to  settle  the  matter  of  the  issue  (>\ 
a  Charter  from  New  York  in  Sept.  1797.  As  the  (leneial 
Grand  Chapter  and  the  (irand  Chapter  of  Ne\7  \'ork  were 
formed  subsequent  to  that  date,  I  have  no  rec  n'd  bearing  on 
the  subject. 

There  was  a  Chapter  in  New  York  prior  to  the  date  above 
mentioned  called  Washington  Chapter,  which  assumed  the  title 
of  the  ''Mother  Chaptc]-,"  probably  h<;ld  without  authorit)' 
from  any  Grand  Chapter.  This  Mother  Chai)ter  granted  war- 
rants for  Providence  Chajjter,  No.  i,  of  R.  J.,  and  three  Chap- 
ters in  the  State  of  Connecticut,  all  of  wluch  are  active  now, 
and  it  is  possible  that  the  authority  for  liolding  thj  Mark 
Lodge  at  Nantucket  was  derived  from  that  Chapt'-:r.  Wash- 
ington (Mother)  Chapter  ceased  its  labors  two  or  three  years 
after  the  formation  of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  New  York.  The 
most  diligent  search  has  failed  to  discover  its  records,  or,  in 
fact,  anything  pertaining  to  it." 

*  The  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  M as.sachusctt.s  was  organized 
in  July,  179S,  althoiii;h  St.  Andrew's  Chapter  existed  as  a  Chapter  sev- 
eral year.s  earlier.  In  this  connection  it  is  iiUeiestinLi  to  note  wliat  R.  E. 
Alfred  F.  Chapman  says  in  his  inlerestin;^  historical  sketcliof  tlial  Cluip- 
ter,  published  in  1883.  On  pat^e  23  is  recoided  "  At  the  nuetin<;  heU! 
July  19th,  176.},  "WiUiani  Rawson  of  Nantucket  "  was  a  \  isiior,  a  fact 
which  may  be  of  greater  historic  interest  than  might  appear  to  the  casual 
observer,  for  it  is  not  im|)rol)at)le,  tliat  this  was  of  the  earliest  sow  ing  of 
that  seed  which  eighteen' years  later  ripened  into  the  est;d)lisliinL'nt  of 
Rising  Sun  Chapter  on  that  Island."  The  date  is  obviously  intended  to 
read  1794,  and  the  Brother's  nanie  should  have  been  Wilson  R.awson  in- 
stead of  "  William,"  a  not  remarkable  error.  St.  Anilrcw's  rec(.)rds  re- 
port that  "  Bro.  Smith"  received  the  I\Iaik  Degree  only,  l\'b.  S,  1797. 
It  is  possi  ble  that  this  was  liro.  I  lenry  Smith,  and  that  later  he  was 
associated  with  Companion  Rawson. 
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Our  next  ii.fornialinn  is  diiv'.d  Iroi'i  tlic  n  ( ^ids  of  lie 
Most  Ivxc  ellciit  C.  l  aiul  (  "liaplei-  o!  Massac  li iisrl I  s.  I'nder  date 
of  Hosloii,  J  line  9,5812,''  it  is  1  cc .  )i  dc. '  :  A  i^'ilim  Ik. 111 
Comps.  Rev.  Jam  -s  (lurney,  I'eler  I  I  iissr)',  'I  ha  'dciis  ('••rHii, 
and  tlieir  associates,  to  o| -en  and  li; -Id  a  Cliapl^  r  . .1"  Koyal  Arch 
Ma^sons  in  tlie  town  ol  Nantuekrt,  in'  the  n  n.c  ol  Thr  liisin^ 
Sun,  was  then  read,-  wheicon  i^l  w.  s  rcVr^/  lhat  lln;  ])ia)'ei"of 
the  i^etitioner.^.  be  <;ranted  and  that  Ihe)'  have  and  icceiv'ea 
(hs[)ensa.tion  accorchn^i)-,  i)r(*\aded  the)'  fi I'st  ohtain  a  1  eeoni- 
menchition  from  St.  y\ndrew's  Rov.d  Ai-eli  ('h.iptcr,  l^  ston." 

It  would  seem  as  thuLii;ii  St.  Andrew's  ChapUir  wr.sal  almost 
too  remote  a  distance  to  have  been  a  (letted  by  a  Chapter  at 
Nantucket,  nevenlieless  the  recommendation  was  asked  tnr 
and  cheerfully  and  unanimously  granted  Jmr.'  17,  i8i2.t  As 
nothing- referrin<;"  to  Ca[)itLilar  Masonry  od  NaiUnclad  appeals 
on  the  records  of  the  (jrand  Chai)ter  between  the  a])i)\ e-named 
date  and  1818,  we  must  conclude  that  lor  S()me  reason  tlie 
Chapter  never  was  established. 

On  June  9,  1818,  just  six  years  after  the  pctitii)n  r.  fcrred  to 
above  was  received,  the  records ')f  the  Grand  Chai<ter  report  : 

'*A  petition  from  Seth  V.  Swift  and  others,  to  hold  a  Cdia])ter 
in  Nantucket,  was  read,  and  committed  to  Com[)s.  Z.  G.  W  hit- 
man, Henry  \Vhipi)l  ',  and  Koswell  Lt-e,  who  haxduL;-  attc.ided 
th'i  duty,  made  the  foUowiuL;-  re[jor*,  viz.:  The  Com.,  ittce  to 
whom  was  referr.'d  the  petition  of  Conij).  Seth  F.  Swift  and 

*  In  the  earlier  CapiUilar  records  the  (hitt^s  arc  all  A.  D.  Laici  Uiey 
are,  like  the  Lodg-e  lecord  dates,  A,  L.,  and  hnally  the  present  st}  le,  A. 
Inv.,  was  adopted. 

t  The  records  of  St.  Andrew's  Royal  Arcli  Cliapter  of  Jane  17,  5812, 
say:  "  A  Communication  was  reccivcLl  fi-om  Companion  AndW  Si|;-our- 
ney  requesting  the  approbation  of  this  Chapter  to  the  pelition  oi  James 
Gurney,  Peter  Hussey,  William  Nichols,  Thaddeus  Coliin,  John  Ih ock, 
Jr.,  Wilson  Rawson,  David  Myrick,  Thomas  Carey,  &  Josiali  Haiker  ^.i 
Nantucket  to  the  Grand  Chapter  of  tins  State  for  a  Charter  to  hold  a 
Chapter  in  Nantucket.  The  said  Petition  being  Read  it  was  Unani- 
mously Voted — that  their  request  he  complied  widi,  and  that  accordingly 
the  approbation  of  this  Chapter  be  signitietl  OiVicially  endorsing  the 
same  on  said  petition."  The  records  of  St.  Andrew 's  Cluipier  further 
show  the  following  dates  of  JC.xaltation :  Companions— J osiah  Iku  kei", 
Dec.  10,  1S06  (dimitted  Nov.  1S12.);  John  lUock  Jr.,  Dec.  10,  looo,  James 
Gurney,  Sept.  22,  1807;  Peter  Mussey,  Oct.  2,  1807  ;  David  Alyrick,  Dec. 
10,1807;  William  Nichols,  Sept.  22,  1807;  Benjamin  Russell,  June  9, 
1800,  (dim'tted  Sept.  30,  1817);  Seth  F.  Swift,  May  29,  1817. 
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others,  prayin<;  for  a  new  Cliai'U.r  to  Ijc  cstahlislictJ  at  Nan- 
tiu  ket  liavini;  alU-ndc-d  \n  duly  assij^niid  tlicin,  ask  leave 
to  repiM  l,  that  in  t heii  (  | hi.k -n,  1  h(  | m  a)  i  i  ol  tlie  [jelilioners 
ou^ht  to  be -planted,  and  ih.il  the  \\.  (irand  1 1  ii'.h  l'ri«.s!  be 
re(juested  to  i;rant  ;hein  the  usual  dispensation  or  warrant 
issued  in  such  (dscs."  'I  his  upoit  was  aei  i  jjted,  and  the  rec- 
ord fuithersays:  "At  a  :  pecial  iMcctii'-ot  the  Crand  Kcyal 
Arch  Chapter  of  Massac  h  usl  lis,  luld  in  the  town  of  Nan- 
tu.  kct,  25th  of  No\enil)er,  5cSt8,  for  the  puip'^se  of  (iedieating 
and  instalhn^i!:  the  ohiceis  l^isin.L^  Sun  Chapter:  Present: 
M.  Iv  llenry  ImjwIc,  iJep.  (Ii  lli^^h  I'l  ii  st  ;  K.  Josej)!!  P)rown, 
(irand  Kinj^-;  I'.'V.  V.  Jiickson.  (irand  Scribe;  Jc.  Sinu'(jn 
Coi)ps,  (u. 'Freas  pro  teni.;  In-nj.  Snnth,  Gr.  Secy,  and 
Civ.  Ma'shall  pro  tern  ;  Kr\'.  and  Iv  Paul  Dean,  (}rand  Chap- 
lain. IheCiiand  Cha[)ler  was  opened  in  due  form,  and  the 
lollowini;  coniuTission  and  report  weie  read,  viz.: 


7o  M.  E.  Covips.  "j'osLph  Bnnvn  and  Paul  Dean, — 

CoMi'AxioKs, — You  aie  hereby  apjiointed  a  Cmnnittee  to 
visit  and  examine  the  oCficers  and  inendier.^  of  Kisini;'  Sun 
Cha[)ter,  inspect  their  Rec^)rds,  ]^y-I  aws  and  mode  ol  \\<»rk, 
and  report  to  me  on  or  before  Wednesday,  the  25th  of  Novem- 
ber inst. 

Yours  affectionatel)', 

1  IicxRY  b'owi.E, 
Deputy  (hand  High  Priest. 
Nantucket,  Nov  22,  A.  L.  5818. 

7^0  M.  E.  Henry  Eoivlc,  Deputy  Graud  Higli  Priest: — 

Your  Committee  have  attended  to  the  duty  assigned  tliem, 
and  beg  lea\e  to  report,  that  the  ofhcers  and  members  of 
Rising  Sun  Chapter  are  woithy  and  v.  ell  qualified  ;  their  rec- 
ords kept  in  a  hanc-son  e  and  correct  style  ;  and  their  By-Laws 
and  mode  of  work  such  as  are  consistent  with  the  ueneral 
Regulations  of  the  Grand  Royal  Aich  C haptcr  of  Massachu- 
setts. 

Signe.J.         Joseph  Brown  |  c^j^.^^ittee 
Nantucket,  Nov  25,  5818.       Paul  Dean  \ 

Voted,  that  the  Grand  Chapter  do  now  proceed  to  dedicate 
Rising  Sun  Chapter,  and  install  its  officers. 

A  grand  ]:.rocessi()n  was  then  formed,  and  i)roceeded  to  the 
meeting-house,*  wkicrc  the  ceremonies  of  dedication  were  per- 
formed, and  the  following  is  a  list  c^f  the  officeis  installed, 
viz  :  M.E.  Seth  ¥.  Swift,  High  Priest  ;  II.  Zaccheus  Hussey, 


*  T  le  South  Congregational. 
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Kin^  ;  K.  I'liackk'ns  Collin,  Sci  ihc;  (  oini).  I'clcr  (  liasL-, 
'rrcasurcr  ;  (."()m|).  Jaiiies  I'",  (  "liasr,  Scci  ctai  y  ;  ("oiiip.  yXaioii 
Mitchell,  Royal  .Ucli  ("aplaiii;  C'om|).  (  joi  ham  (■•lUii,  (.'ap- 
taiii  of  llost;''  Comp.  Mai-lin  1*.  Morton,  I'rinripal  S' .join  iicr  ; 
C'oiii[).  l^lisha  Starbiick,  Master  (4  3(1  \'ail  ;  C(.iiip.  llr/ckiali 
1>.  (jLirdncr,  Masicr  ol"  2(\  V'ail  ;  Coiiip.  Roswcll  1-  Jiictt, 
Master  oi  ist  Vail  ;  (Jomj).  Joiial ( .'o'esworthy,  Stewaitl; 
Cotnp.  John  liroel;,  Steward  ;  Conip.  Wilson  Rawson,  Tyler. 

Altei-  which  a  very  suitable  and  appropriate  distouisewas 
delivered,  and  suitable  music  p^jrlormed  by  a  sele  t  chon-. 

I'he  Inl  and  j^rocession  was  then  i  e!oi  nied  and  proceeded  U) 
Mason's  Jla]],and  partool:  of  a  \'eiy  sumptuous  entei tainnient, 
provided  i'ov  the  occasion  by  Rising"  Sun  C'ha]»ter. 

The  (Irand  Chapter  leturned  to  their  Ihdl,  and  closed. 
•  A  true  ]"ecord  from  minutes  of  IC.  Henj.  Smith. 

Attest    Joiix  J.  R()k;:s(;,  (d'and  Secretary. 

Nothini';  further  of  importance  is  recorded  of  Risini;  Sun 
Chapter,  save  its  repi-esentation  at  the  Convocations  oi  the 
Grand  Chapter,  until  Se})tembei- 9,  182.4,  when  the  recoiels  (»f 
the  Most  Ext-ellent  Grand  Chapter  say  :  '-A  coivmumication 
from  Rising-  Sun  Chapter  at  Nantucket,  statin*;-  their  wish  to 
surrender  their  Chai  ter,  and  a  memorial  a,i;ainst  the  same,  was 
read,  and  the  subject  C()rn:,-.itted  to  Com[)s.  A.  Teabody,  John 
Abl)ott,  Henry  Whipple,  Daniel  l^axterand  'khonuas  Tolman." 
This  Committee  made  a  report  Dec.  7,  the  [un-ijort  of  which 
does  not  appear,  v\hich  was  rcatl  and  "ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table  f<;r  the  preserit,  for  the  irifi  rmation  of  the  Grand  Chap- 
ter, and  that  the  Committee  be  instruL'ted  and  authorized  to 
take  all  necessai-y  ste|)s  to  inquii-e  and  asi  eitain  ail  the  causes 
of  difficulty  in  and  al)outthe  premises,  e\'en  il  it  should  require 
the  personal  attendance  of  said  ConmiittiX'  at  Nantucket,  and 
make  )ei)oi  t  of  their  doings  at  a  futui-e  meetin;.;'  of  this  Grand 
Chapter." 

December  14  the  Committee  was  disckiarged  at  their  own 
request  and  the  following  motion  was  voted  ;  "That  the  M.  E. 
Grand  High  Priest  and  iJeputy  Grand  High  Priest,  l^e  a  Com- 
mittee to  repair  to  Nantucket,  if  th.ey  lind  it  necessav)'.  with 
full  ])ower  in  the  name  and  on  behalf  of  tkie  (irand  (Chapter,  to 
decide  all  the  controversies  and  dirficulties  e.vistiuL',  iiraong  the 
niend)ers  iA  Rising  Sim  Cha})ter,  and  tljat  the}-  be  authorized 


t  The  order  of  succession  of  some  of  die  officers  was  quite  different 
from  the  ]^resent. 
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to  icUini  the  charter  and  ref^aha  to  the  offKers  and  members 
oi  said  C'hajjter,  or  to  retain  and  return  the  same  to  the  Grand 
Chapter." 

At  tlie  Convocation  ol  the  Grand  Chapter  for  Se[jtemher  13, 
1825,  the  Committee  reported  that — m  the  month  (;1  July 
last,  pursuant  to  previous  notice,  they  repaired  to  Nantucket 
and  summoned  all  the  former  members  of  the  Rising  Sun 
Chapter  to  aj^pear  before  them,  anel  collectively  ami  inciividu- 
ally  to  make  known  their  grievances  and  com[jlaiiits  The 
summons  was  cheerfully  obeyed,  and  a  long  and  patient  inves- 
tigation was  had.  The  con^panions  of  that  Chapter  demeaned 
tliemselves  with  frankness  and  forbearance  which  was  credit- 
able to  those  who  had  long  been  in  tlie  attitude  of  hostility 
towards  each  other. 

The  Committee  found  the  complaints  and  discontents  num- 
erous, but  none  of  them  founded  on  very  important  grounds, 
[t  was  found  that  unfriendly  ieelings  had  ariscji  among  ijuli- 
viduals,  which,  1)}'  incautious  remarks,  misccmstructions  of  each 
(Other's  motives,  and  perhaps  a  ri\'alshi])  between  candickites 
ior  office,  had  risen  to  personal  animosity.  The  frailties  of 
in.lividuals  had  been  strongly  arrayed  by  their  opponents,  and 
S'  jme  who  i'lad  many  good  qualities,  tarnished  by  some  unhappy 
faults,  but  who  on  the  whde  stf-ud  \\'ell  in  public  estimation, 
had  b'.,'en  accused,  as  unvv-orth)'  -1  membersIvipA  Ari>!  from 
sucii  causes,  their  meetings  becan",c  inharmonitms  and  unprofit- 
able, and  the  result  was  the  return  of  their  charter. 

After  a  full  hearing,  the  Committee  were  convinced  that  a 
proper  restraint  of  feeling  and  exercise  of  charity  and  discre- 
tion, would  return  harmony  to  the  Chapter.  W'e  were  satis- 
fied that  no  decision  of  the  Grand  ChaiUcr  would  be  prockictive 
of  go(;d.  They  were  exhorted  to  luutual  forgiveness.  Time 
had  softened  their  animosity,  and  when  they  had  met  and 
explained,  they  appeared  to  adoja  the  opinions  of  the  Com- 
mittee. 

The  result  was,  that  all  the  members  present  agreed  to  re- 
quest the  return  of  the  charter  to  all  members  of  Rising  Sun 
Royal  Arch  Chapter  ;  and  they  promised,  if  it  should  be  re- 
turned, to  support  it  on  Masonic  i)rinci]5les.  Upon  this  the 
Committee  restored  to  them  their  charter  and  regalia. 

As  the  controversy  is  thus  terminated,  it  apj)cars  inexpe- 
dient to  detail  the  various  accusations  and  complaints.  We 
lament  that  difficulties  of  S  ich  a  character  aiuong  Royal  Arch 
Masons  should  ever  exist,  or  if  the\'  must  sometimes  exist,  that 
they  should  not  immediately  be  corrected  by  those  among 
whom  they  had  their  origin.  The  termination  of  the  difficul- 
ties in  Rising  Sun  Royal  Arch  Chapter,  we  believe  is  the  wisest 
and  best  that  could  be  ;  and  it  will  probably  be  long  before 
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the  Grand  Chapter  will  hear  any  similar  complaints  from  Nan- 
tucket. 

Sifrned  Paul  Dkan  ) 

°  A  D  r  Committee 

Augustus  Peauodv  ) 

Boston,  ^'ept.  9,  1825. 

The  above  report  was  accepted,  and,  on  motion,  Voted,  That 
the  thanks  of  this  Grand  Chapter  be  presented  to  the  M.  K. 
Paul  Dean  and  Augustus  Peabody,  for  their  very  arduous  and 
successful  exertions  in  healing  the  breaches  and  settling  the 
controversies  which  have  unhappily  existed  among  the  com- 
panions of  Rising  Sun  Chapter  at  Nantucket." 

Rising  Sun  Chapter  seems  to  have  been  wrecked  and  to 
have  foundered  in  the  Anti-Masonic  storm.  The  final  men- 
tion of  it  on  the  records  of  the  Grand  Chapter  is  on  September 
8,  1840,  when  the  following  was  recorded  :  The  Committee 
on  delinquent  Chapters,  reported,  by  reading  a  letter  from 
Robert  F.  Parker,  addressed  to  Comp.  Charles  \V.  Moore. 
On  motion  of  Comp.  Moore,  it  was  Voted,  That  the  letter  and 
a  memorandum  be  filed  with  the  jewels  and  regalia  returned 
by  Rising  Sun  Chapter  of  Nantucket,  pledging  (as  a  gratuity 
and  not  as  a  principle,)  the  avails  of  said  regalia  should  any 
ever  be  realized  from  them,  to  the  payment  of  a  debt  of  $40, 
due  by  said  Chapter  to  Comp.  Rob't  Y .  Parker  of  said  Nan- 
tucket."   And  so  perished  Rising  Sun  Royal  Arch  Chapter.* 

The  last  chapter  of  Capitular  Masonry  in  Nantucket  is  soon 
written,  for  it  has  to  do  with  recent  years.  The  records  of  the 
Most  E.xcellent  Grand  Chapter  for  September  10,  1867,  state 
that  on  that  day  a  petition  was  received  from  Charles  E.  Allen, 
Henry  C.  Pinkham,  William  Hart,  George  F.  Bunker,  James 
F.  Chase,  George  S.  Wilbur,  Charles  H.  Jaggar,  Orrin  F. 
Adams  and  George  W.  Macy  praying  that  a  Chapter  of  Royal 
Arch  Masons  might  be  established  in  Nantucket,  which  was 
referred  to  M.  E.  R.  S.  Pope  ;  D.  W.  Crafts  and  L.  A.  Felix, 
who  later  in  the  day  made  their  report.    That  report  said 

From  evidence  presented,  they  are  satisfied,  that  though  the 

♦  Comp.  Rev.  William  Morse  of  Nantucket,  was  appointed  Grand 
Chaplain  Sept.  7,  1830,  and  again  Sept.  13,  1831,  Oct.  2,  1832,  and  Dec- 
10,  1S33.  At  the  Memorial  Service  in  honor  of  the  late  Comp.  De  Witt 
Clinton,  G.  H.  P.  of  the  Grand  Royal  Arch  Chapter  of  the  United  States, 
held  in  Boston  June  10,  1828,  an  elegy,  v/ritten  for  the  occasion  by  Comp. 
Samuel  H.  Jenks,  was  sung. 
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Chapter  may  never  be  large,  as  regartls  numbers,  from  the 
pecuHar  circumstances  of  location,  yet  it  will  doubtless  be  a 
live  and  active  one,  and  therefore  they  recommend  that  the 
prayer  of  the  petitioners  be  granted,  when  the  petition  is  in- 
dorsed by  Orient  Chapter."* 

A  dispensation  was  granted  the  same  day.  The  Charter 
members,  besides  those  already  named,  were  Joseph  Mitchell, 
2d,  Joseph  S.  Barney,  Stephen  R.  Williams,  William  H.Wes- 
ton and  Francis  B.  Smith.  One  petitioner,  William  Hart, 
does  not  appear  as  a  Charter  member.  The  name  given  the 
new  Chapter  was  "Isle  of  the  Sea."  The  officers  working 
under  Dispensation  were:  Charles  H.  Jaggar,  M.  E.  H.  P.; 
Joseph  S.  Barney,  E.  K.;  C.  E.  Allen,  E.  S.;  Geo.  W.  Macy, 
T.;  Orrin  F.  Adams,  Sec;  G.  S.  Wilber,  C.  of  H.;  O.  F. 
Adams,  P.  S.;  J.  F.  Chase,  R.  A.  C;  J.  Mitchell,  2d.,  M.  of  3d 
v.;  G.  F.  Bunker,  M.  of  2d  V.;  H.  C.  Pinkham,  M.  of  ist  V.; 
Wm.  Hart,  Chap.  The  Chapter  was  consecrated  and  the  offi- 
cers installed  by  officers  of  the  Grand  Chapter,  August  27, 
1868.  The  only  changes  made  at  that  time  in  the  list  of  offi- 
cers were  that  Stephen  R.  Williams  was  installed  M.  of  the  3d 
v.;  Henry  C.  Pinkham,  M;  of  2dV,;  George  F.  Bunker,  M.of 
ist  v.;  and  Frannis  B.  Smith,  Sentinel. 

But  one  more  phase  of  Free  Masonry  in  Nantucket  remains 
to  be  mentioned,  and  that,  owing  to  the  almost  total  absence 
of  data,  but  very  briefly. 

The  origin  of  Cryptic  Masonry  in  Nantucket  is  even  more 
obscure  than  that  of  Capitular  Masonry.  As  before,  the  first 
suggestion  of  it  is  found  in  the  records  of  Union  Lodge. 

The  record  of  August  12,  1823,  says  that  "  Rev.  Stephen 
Bailey  and  Benj  Brown  as  a  committee  from  the  Council  pray 
for  the  use  of  this  Hall  to  hold  the  Convocations  in."  A  Com- 
mittee was  appointed,  and  instructed  "  to  let  the  Hall  accord- 
ing to  their  own  feeUngs."  This  indicates  that  at  that  date  a 
Council  of  Royal  and  Select  Masters  was  in  existence,  but 
when  it  was  organized,  or  under  what  authority,  are  problems 
as  wrapped  in  obscurity  as  the  origin  of  Speculative  Masonry. 
The  Grand  Council  of  Massachusetts  was  not  organized  until 
June,  1826,  about  three  years  afterwards. t 
*  Of  Hyannis. 

t  The  early  Grand  Council  records  are  very  imperfect,  and  there 
seems  to  be  no  mention  of  a  Council  at  Nantucket.  The  name  probably 
was  Unity.  As  in  other  bodies,  the  titles  of  the  ofificers  have  been  some- 
what changed  in  these  later  years. 
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In  the  Iiuiiiirer  of  December  i6,  1823,  there  is  mention  of 
Unity  Council  of  Royal  and  Select  Masters,  and  on  January 
3.  1825,  the  Inquirer  published  the  folhjwing  list  of  officers,  of 
what  it  then  calls  Union  Coiuicil  :  "  Companions  Geor<(e 
Cannon  I^sq.,  M.  I.  Grand  ]\Iaster  ;  Isaac  \V.  Whitman  Esq., 
Illustrious  G.  M,;  Josiah  Hussey  Esq.,  I.  Conductor  of  the 
Work;  S.  H.  Jenks,  Master  of  the  F^xcheciuer  ;  James  h\ 
Chase,  Recorder:  Henry  M.  Pinkham,  SenifM*  Grand  Warden  ; 
W^m.  P.  Stanton,  Junior  Grand  Warden  ;  Henjamin  Brown, 
Master  of  the  Guards  ;  Elisha  Starbuck,  li-iside  Sentinel  ; 
Wilson  Rawson,  Outside  Sentinel.* 

This  is  absolutely  all  that  has  come  to  light  concerning  thjs 
Council,  up  to  the  present  tim.e.  It  is  possible  that  among  the 
papers  of  some  of  the  Companions  named  may  3et  be  found 
further  infc^rmation  concerning  insular  Cr)  ptic,  as  weh  as  Cap- 
itular and  Symbolic  Masonry. 


*  The  titles  of  ofricer.s  are  somewhat  different  at  the  pre.-^ent  time. 


NOTES. —  In  a  petition  to  the  Gen'l  Court  in  1779,  Bro.  Tristram 
Barnard  states  that  he  sailed  for  England  in  1775;  that  his  vessel  was 
sold  tiiere  ;  that  he  engai^ed  in  the  whale  hshery  irom  that  country  ;  that, 
desiring  to  return  to  his  native  country  he,  Vvith  a  Capt.  Jno.  Chaddock, 
bouj;ht  a  vessel ;  that  they  have  taken  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  United 
States  ;  that  his  crew  is  composed  of  Americans  v/ho  had  been  prisoners 
in  England  and  whom  he  assisted  in  escaping  and  secreted  on  his  vessel; 
and  that  he  frequently  assisted  prisoners  in  that  country.  The  Commit- 
tee of  the  General  Court  found  his  claims  well  founded. 

Bro.  Jonathan  Downs  was  granted  a  permit  by  the  Gen'l  Court  to  go 
to  the  French  and  Dutch  W.  I.  islands  with  a  cargo  of  fish  and  lumber 
in  the  .schooner  Nightingale, provided  he  wouldimport  West  India  goods 
and  salt.  Bro.  John  Elkins  received  a  similar  permit  for  the  sloop  Sand- 
wich. 

Bro.  Williani  Goldsmith,  in  a  petition  to  the  Gen'l  Court,  represents 
that  he  was  obliged,  in  the  course  of  his  business,  to  sail  from  London 
in  British  employ  ;  that  he  is  a  native  of  and  strongly  attached  to  this 
country;  that  he  was  unable  to  return  because  of  the  Restraining  13111  ; 
that  he  steadily  refused  to  take  on  his  vessel  guns  or  munitions  of  war 
because  he  would  not  oppose  his  native  country's  cause;  that  he  has 
shown  tender  attention  to  American  prisoners  in  England  ;  and  that  his 
vessel  was  captured  by  the  American  privateer  Lexin-^ton.  He  asks 
release  and  liberty  to  return  to  London,  and  his  petition  is  fully  indorsed 
by  the  owners  of  the  Le.xington.  The  Court  grants  the  petition  on  his 
promise  to  procure  the  release  of  an  American  of  the  same  rank. 

Bro.  Andrew  Myrick  2d  represents  himself  in. a  petition  to  the  Court 
as  owner  of  the  sloop  Industry;  that  he  "  has  exerted  himself  in  the 
great  Cause  of  Liberty  as  much  as  any  Man  upon  the  Island,  by  Supply- 
ing Boats,  &c.,  and  in'  every  other  way  in  his  Power,  &  is  still  (1777) 
readv  to  do  so;"  he  asks  a  permit  to  proceed  on  a  vovage  to  Curacoa, 
engaging  to  bring  in  gunpowder,  etc.  The  Court  granted  him  the  per- 
mit. 
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